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Zhang Chang, born in 1973 in Tianjin, holds a PhD in history from
Nankai University. She is an associate professor in the School
of Marxism of Tianjin University, and a board member of Tianjin
Sociological Society. She has been engaged in researching the
urban history of Tianjin and collecting and organizing the oral
history of foreigners who came to China in modern times. Her co-
authored book Li Hongzhang's Foreign Advisors: Gustav Detring
and Constantin von Hanneken was published in Taiwan in 2012.
Her co-authored book A Belgian Passage to China (1870-1930)
(translated from English to Chinese) was published in Beijing in
2021. Her co-authored book Modern China through the Eyes of
Tianjin - 100 Chinese Firsts won the second prize of 2008 Tianjin
Social Science Excellent Achievement. Her co-authored research
report won the 2015 Tianjin Municipal Government Policy-making
Advisory Excellence Award. She has published more than a
dozen scholarly research papers.
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Liu Yue, born in Tianjin in 1971, graduated from Tianjin Foreign
Language Institute and Tianjin University. In 1995, he went to
Melbourne, Australia to study in the Department of Finance at Monash
University. After returning to China, he worked as an English translator
for many years. He is now the directorw of Tianjin Social Science
Development Research Center. He previously served as the director
and senior researcher of Tianjin Museum of Modern History. His main
works include: The United States 15th Infantry Regiment in China
1912-1938 (translated from English to Chinese), Li Hongzhang's
Foreign Advisors: Gustav Detring and Constantin von Hanneken
(co-authored), Li Hongzhang's Military Advisors: A Biography of
Constantin von Hanneken (co-authored), Modern China through the
Eyes of Tianjin - 100 Chinese Firsts (co-authored), The Bridges of
Tianjin (co-authored), The Doorway to the Qing Palace (co-authored),
A Belgian Passage to China (1870-1930) (translated from English to
Chinese, co-authored), Translation Notes, etc.
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Yi Edward Yang, a native of Tianjin, is currently
a professor in the Department of Political Scien-
ce at James Madison University and a member
of the editorial board of Asian Survey. His main
research areas include international relations,
foreign policy analysis, and political psychology.

* Author's (Yi Edward Yang) note: Research for
this book was supported by a small research
grant from the College of Arts and Letters, Ja-
mes Madison University, USA. | would like to
dedicate this book to my mother, Wei Xuedai,
my father, Yang Zhenmin, and all my friends and
family in my hometown of Tianjin.
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I have two book manuscripts, A Belgian Passage to China
(1870-1930) and Belgium's Historical Traces in Tianjin, on
my desk, both on exactly the same subject - the historical
relationship between Belgium and China in general and Tianjin
in particular. But one manuscript's author is Belgian, the other's
authors are Chinese. Although approaching their common
subject from different perspectives, these two books cross
reference and complement each other. They are a perfect pair.

Why did the authors of the two books choose this
seemingly obscure topic? There are two reasons. First, Belgium
has a long and close relationship with China, especially with
Tianjin. But it is unknown to most people in China. Secondly,
a diary of a deceased Belgian who worked and lived in China
was discovered. Recreating the Chinese society in the late
Qing dynasty and early Republican period through the lens of
the Europeans, this diary is precious and piqued the authors'
interest.

Belgium is a small country in Europe, with a territory
twice the size of Beijing and a population of about 10 million,
less than that of Beijing. But this small country has many
unique features that give it a special place in the political
and economic life of the world. Two features stand out.
First, Belgium was the first country to achieve an industrial
revolution on the European continent after Great British. Its
iron and steel and machinery industries were at the forefront
of Europe at the time. Second, although a small country, it
was able to take part in the competition among the world
powers to plunder China's resources and violate China's
sovereignty. In modern history, it was mainly these two
reasons that contributed to Belgium's close relations with
China and especially with Tianjin. However, little is known or
known about this part of history. It is because of this gap in the
numerous narratives of modern histories that the authors of the
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above-mentioned two books have taken the trouble to dig up
the historical archives and artifacts, comb through them, and
compile them into these two books, henceforth filling the gap
in history.

The two books divide historical Sino-Belgian relations
into two major phases: first, Belgium's relations with China in
the 200-300 years before it became an independent sovereign
state in 1830; and second, Belgium's relations with China in
the roughly 100 years after 1830.

The main element of Sino-Belgian relations before 1830
was the numerous Belgian Catholic missionaries sent to China
for missionary activities. According to statistics, more than
700 people were sent China, many of whom died in China or
on their way to China. Most of the missionaries who arrived in
China preached in towns and villages all over the country and
most were unknown to the world. The most famous missionary
was Ferdinand Verbiest, although he did not reach out to the
lower classes. Instead he formed a close relationship with the
Kangxi Emperor and became the superintendent of the Imperial
Observatory. He imparted a lot of scientific knowledge to the
Kangxi Emperor and was greatly trusted by him. But Verbiest
was not allowed to popularize this knowledge to the common
people. His greatest contribution was the establishment of
a more scientific Chinese calendar and the establishment of
the Observatory in Beijing. Sino-Belgian relations during
this phase of history were characterized by a one-way export
of Catholic doctrine from Belgium, rather than a two-way
exchange based on diplomatic relations. In the period of about
a century after 1830, although missionary activities were still
active, the scope of Sino-Belgian relations expanded and the
focus gradually shifted to another group - Belgian industrialists
in China. Their activities were mainly reflected in the major
construction projects initiated and supported by the Belgian
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government, such as the tramway projects in Tianjin and
Shanghai, the construction of the Beijing-Hankou railroad,
the construction of part of the electricity supply system
in Tianjin, and the construction of the Yellow River iron
bridge in Lanzhou. Unlike the previous phase, Sino-Belgian
relations during this phase not only saw a two-way exchange
of commercial ties, but also the establishment of formal
diplomatic relations. This was a more important phase in Sino-
Belgian relations against the background of the upsurge of
the Self-Strengthening Movement, which began to introduce
modern industry into Chinese society. It should be emphasized
here that while these aforementioned projects were certainly
beneficial to China's modernization process, it was also
accompanied by many unreasonable Belgian colonial demands
that undermined China's national sovereignty and dignity,
such as the coercion of China to sign the unequal Treaty of
Commerce between China and Belgium, the forced acquisition
of consular extraterritorial jurisdiction, the forced establishment
of a concession in Tianjin, and so on. These privileges were
not completely terminated until the founding of the People's
Republic of China in 1949. This period was therefore also
a time of humiliation and disgrace for the China's national
dignity. Later, in 1927, in response to the strong demand
of the people, the then Chinese government, after repeated
arguments, urged Belgium to accept the Chinese demand and
abrogate the unequal Treaty of Commerce between China and
Belgium. In 1929, Belgium took the initiative to return the
leased territory in Tianjin. After the end of World War II, it
returned the Tianjin Tramway and Electric Lighting Company
to China unconditionally. These initiatives cleared the way for
the subsequent smooth establishment of diplomatic relations
between Belgium and the new China and the continuous
development of friendly and cooperative relations thereafter.
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I am a native of Tianjin, and I heard my elders talk about
"Belgian Tramway and Electric Light Company" when I
was very young. The name "Belgium" was the first country
name I heard besides England, America, France, Russia and
Japan. Even more unexpectedly, I was appointed ambassador
to Belgium in early 1997. Having worked there for almost
five years, it was natural for me to take a keen interest in the
country and get to know it a little better. In 2012, T also wrote
and published a book about Belgium. However, after reading
these two manuscripts, I found that there are still a lot of gaps
in what I know about Belgium and the history of Belgian-
Chinese relations in my mind. Reading them benefited me a
lot. In my opinion, these two books are excellent. They provide
an objective and nuanced examination and description of
historical Sino-Belgian relations, containing both positive and
negative historical facts, which will also be of great benefit to
the general readers in gaining a comprehensive understanding
of the history of Belgium and Sino-Belgian relations.
Therefore, when Liu Yue and Zhang Chang, the authors of
the two books, asked me to write the preface, I was happy to
oblige. Such is the preface and I sincerely recommend both
books to the readers.

Song Mingjiang
March 10, 2021
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Tianjin is a famous historical city in China. Its superior
location at the gateway to the capital and closeness to the
Bohai Sea made it one of the earliest northern Chinese cities
opening up to the world. It developed rapidly from a small
town by a canal into an internationalized city. In the modern
era, many major historical events took place in Tianjin; its
society and culture changed rapidly; many important historical
figures were active here. Tianjin can indeed be described as a
microcosm of China's modern changes.

In the process of modern Tianjin's urban development,
Tianjin was deeply influenced by foreign culture, especially
Western culture, and gradually became the cradle of
industrialization, the hotbed for the spread of new ideas, and
the testing ground for the development of various new things.
Today, we can still see the rich Western style of the city's
architecture, the spirit of the citizens and the eclectic lifestyle.
These are rich examples of how the East and the West have
moved from conflict to communication, and from integration to
coexistence.

In the history of modern Tianjin, nine countries have left
deep historical traces here. The establishment and expansion
of the Tianjin Concessions were closely related to the political
situation of modern China. They were the products of the brute
force of the foreign powers that seized Tianjin. That tragedy
is a shame that Tianjin people and Chinese people can never
forget and the motivation to move forward.

The inhabitants of Tianjin were among the first Chinese
to come into contact with outsiders, and they showed their
strong curiosity as early as when the Dutch and Macartney
missions went to Beijing to visit the Qing emperor. After the
forced opening of the port, Tianjin people gradually realized
that "being backward will be beaten" and that they had to
strive for self-improvement in order to stand tall among
the world's nations. They gradually accepted the Western
industrial civilization and urban civilization brought by
foreigners. The fusion of the eastern and western cultures
turned Tianjin into a place of multi-culturalism. The rapid
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process of industrialization and urbanization contrasted sharply
with the long-term stagnation in the countryside, which
strongly influenced and changed the traditional Chinese society
characterized by agrarian civilization. As peasants continued
to flock to the city to become a new class of citizens, there
emerged a complex modern social structure and urban system
that provided the soil for the subsequent student movement and
workers' revolution, thus laid the industrial foundation for the
construction of new China.

After the founding of New China, especially after the
reform and opening up, Tianjin started to reopen its doors
to the outside world and welcomed guests from all over the
world with open arms. Established in 1984, Tianjin Economic
and Technological Development Area (TEDA) is one of
the first national economic and technological development
zones in China. Among 54 national-level development zones
and industrial parks in China, TEDA has ranked first in the
evaluation of investment environment for 14 consecutive years.
This is the result of Tianjin's transition from being forced to
open to the outside world to an increasingly active opening in
the course of more than 120 years (1860-1984) of history.

Among the nine countries that have left deep historical
traces in Tianjin, Belgium is the smallest and most unique.
Belgium is a small European country - a small area of 30,688
square kilometers, ranking 33rd among the 50 countries in
Europe (about the same size as Hainan Island in China). Belgium
has not been established for a long time. It became independent
in 1830 and has a history of less than 200 years. However, it
is a political and economic center with the reputation of "heart
of Europe" and "capital of Europe". Among the three main
institutions of the European Union, the European Commission
and the Council of Ministers of the European Union are located
in Brussels, and another important institution, the European
Parliament, has a branch in Brussels (the full Parliament is in
Strasbourg, France). In addition, the headquarters of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization is also located in Brussels.

Despite its small size, Belgium is an industrial country,
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and was one of the first countries in mainland Europe to carry
out the industrial revolution in the early 19th century. Its
economy is highly externally dependent, importing 80% of its
raw materials and exporting more than 50% of its industrial
products. Belgium has long ranked among the top ten in the
world in terms of total imports and exports, ranking 12th
in recent years and first in the world in terms of exports per
capita. Its most famous products are diamonds, chocolate, flat
glass and light machine guns.

Belgians are very pragmatic and value their business
interests in China. Historically, Belgium has left a deep imprint
in Tianjin. The Belgian company, Compagnie de Tramways et
d'Eclairage de Tientsin (CTET), successfully operated the first
rail line in the history of urban transportation in China. The
Belgian Tianjin Credit Foncier d'Extreme-Orient (CFEO) built
many magnificent and beautiful buildings in Tianjin, which to
this day still adorn many of the city's neighborhoods.

Today, with the rise of China, the cultural phenomena of
the past provide a worthy historical experience for building
East-West relations in the new century. Before and after the
reform and opening up, Belgium created several firsts among
Western countries: it was the first Western country to provide
government loans to China; one of the first Western countries
to export advanced technology to China and establish an
industrial investment fund with China. In 1979, Belgium and
China signed a framework agreement, which opened a new
chapter in the economic cooperation between the two countries.
In the 50 years since the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Belgium and China, China has become the country
where Belgium invests the most in Asia. The relationship
between Belgium and China has become a model for China-
Europe relations.

Based on the - "A Joint Exhibition of the China-Belgium
Shared History" organized by Tianjin and Brussels in 2017,
this book introduces the friendly relations between China
and Belgium and the historical and cultural relics of Belgium
in modern Tianjin. The aim is to promote the economic and
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Archives on the Belgian Concession in Tianjin in the
Archives of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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cultural exchanges between China and Europe, and to enhance
the friendly exchanges between the Chinese and Belgian
people under the "Belt and Road Initiative" framework.

This book is bilingual in Chinese and English, and
introduces this history to people from all over the world
who are interested in friendly exchanges between China and
Belgium. The authors have collected and studied historical
materials from the archives of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Flanders Fields Museum in Ypres, the archives of
the Bank of Paris and the University of Leuven, and Tianjin
Museum of Modern History. In addition, the authors have
conducted interviews with many descendants of Belgian
expatriates who had worked and lived in China in the modern
era, and professionally and meticulously collected and sorted
out the materials of their family history. Therefore, this book is
of high historical value. Illustrated with a large number of rare
historical images and photos, this book provides a rich basis
for the imagination of travelers and readers through the ancient
and modern worlds.

As this book goes to press, we would like to extend
our special thanks to following mentors and friends for
their support and assistance: Mr. Song Mingjiang, former
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of China to
Belgium and Head of Mission to the European Union, and his
wife Mrs. Zhang Youyun; Mr. Li Tongbai, former secretary-
general of the Tianjin Academy of Social Sciences; Belgian
scholars Mr. Charles Lagrange, Dr. Johan Mattelaer and
Mr. Philip Vanhaelemeersch; Mrs. Caroline Six, from State
Archives of Belgium; Mr. Dominiek Dendooven, curator of
the In Flanders Fields Museum; Angela Cox Elliott and Anne
Megowan, the granddaughters of Paul Splingaerd; Mr. Jean
Jadot, the grandson of Belgian Engineer Jean Jadot; Mr. Dou
Xilun, a collector from Binzhou, Shandong Province.

Zhang Chang
June 6, 2021
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Part I: Belgium and China
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Chapter 1: Veiled Interactions
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National flag of Belgium
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National emblem of Belgium

Europe at the Crossroads

Belgium is a small European country. The country's
population is only 11.52 million, but it is a federal state.
Its territory is divided into three major language areas
respectively: Dutch, German and French. Dutch speakers
are called Flemish, French speakers are called Walloons,
and German speakers are a relative minority. There are few
countries in Europe, and indeed in the world, as small and
yet complex as Belgium! To understand Belgium and its
relationship with China, it is necessary to trace the long and
complicated history of the country before it was founded.
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Belgium is located in northwestern Europe: across the
sea from the United Kingdom, neighboring the Netherlands
in the north, bordering Germany in the east, adjacent to
Luxembourg in southeast, and sharing borders with France
in the south. Its geographical location is very important. As
the main transportation route between the United Kingdom
and the European continent, Belgium is of significant
military importance. The famous battles that took place
there in modern times include the Battle of Waterloo, which
occurred south of Brussels on June 18, 1815 and ended the
short history of Napoleon's empire and was his last battle.
During World War I, millions of soldiers were killed in
trench warfare across the Flanders Plain, and the entire
regions were destroyed. The largest tank battle during the
Second World War took place at Hannut in the province of
Liege.

Belgium is adjacent to the North Sea in the west -
its terrain gradually rises from west to east: the western
Flanders plain is flat with dense river network, forming
convenient inland navigation network in the Netherland
region (including the Netherlands and Belgium). The
gradually rising plateau area in the center features rich land
is suitable for agriculture. The famous Ardennes Mountains
in the east is endowed with high forests and beautiful
scenery where two classic battles of the World War II were
fought.'

Unlike the mono-ethnic countries such as Germany,
Austria and Italy, Belgium can be described as a true ethnic
melting pot of Europe, a symbiosis of Germanic and Latin
cultures. The ancestors of the Belgians are Celtic and
Germanic. First in 54 BC, the first Celts living in the region
was conquered by Caesar of the Roman Empire. "Belgian"
(Belgae) the name of the predecessor of the "Belgium" is
derived from Caesar's name for them. In the 5th century AD,
the Franks, a Germanic people, invaded Western Europe
and established the Kingdom of the Franks,” ruled by the
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Merovingian dynasty,” within whose territory Belgium was
located. In the 8th century AD, the Merovingian dynasty
was replaced by the Carolingian dynasty®. The most famous
monarch of this dynasty was Charles the Great, who was
born in Li¢ge, Belgium.

From the Middle Ages onwards, the Germanic
peoples occupied the northern part of what is now Belgium
(generally known as the Flanders’and, together with the
Netherlands, the "Netherland", meaning "lowlands"), which
gradually became Germanicized, while the southern part of
Belgium was gradually assimilated by Latin culture. This is
how the linguistic divide between Dutch and German in the
north and French in the south was formed.

After the dissolution of the Carolingian dynasty and
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The medieval European ruler Charles the Great (742 AD - 814 AD), or
Charlemagne (German: Karl der Grof3e). He was the second king of the
Frankish Kingdom of Caroline and the founder of the Holy Roman Empire in
Germany. He founded the vast Charlemagne Empire, which encompassed
most of Western Europe. Charlemagne reached the peak of his power when
he was crowned "Emperor of the Romans" and "Enlightener of Civilization" by
the Pope in Rome on Christmas Day, 800 AD. During his reign, the cultural
center of Europe shifted from the Mediterranean Sea around Greece to
Europe around the Rhine River, and he was therefore revered as the "Father
of Europe". Charlemagne is the character on the King of Hearts and the
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before the establishment of independent statehood, Belgium
was ruled by a number of large empires and various dukes
and counts. Flanders, in northern Belgium, was for a long
time a fief of the Kingdom of France, from what is now the
northeastern corner of France (the Northern Province) to
most of Belgium, including the southern part of the present-
day Dutch province of Zealand.’ The Count of Flanders
was one of the powerful vassals of the Kingdom of France
in the early Middle Ages, and at its height, its territory
encompassed almost all of Belgium and northeastern
France, and then gradually subdued by the King of France,
and its territory gradually shrank.

After the 15th century, Flanders was part of the Duchy
of Burgundy’ (9th - 2nd half of the 15th century), along with
16 other Netherlandish provinces (fiefs). With the fall of the
Burgundian dynasty, it was transferred to the Habsburgs®.
Later, when the Habsburgs split into two, Flanders and the
other 16 provinces came under the Spanish branch of the
Habsburgs, hence the name "Western Netherland."

The land that is now Belgium has had an ill-fated
history - always contested and divided by the European
powers and even fallen into battle grounds. In addition to
the previously mentioned battles of Waterloo, World War
I and World War II, in the 17th and 18th centuries, France
fought wars with Austria and Spain over territory and
hegemony, all on the territory of present-day Belgium. It
thus became known as the "Cockpit of Europe" and suffered
severe human and property losses.

After the Spanish War of Succession in 1701-1713,
Flanders, along with the other six provinces in the southern
part of Western Netherland (the ten northern provinces
had already become independent as the Netherlandish
Republic, commonly known as the Dutch Republic,
De Republiek der Zeven Verenigde Nederlanden), was
assigned to the Austrian branch of the Habsburg family,
and was then renamed "Austrian Netherland." After the
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French Revolution, Napoleon defeated the anti-French
alliance in Europe and began to expand abroad. At the end
of the 18th century, Belgium was invaded and occupied by
France. After Napoleon's defeat, the Southern Netherlands
(Belgium) and the Northern Netherlands (Netherlands)
formed the Kingdom of Netherlands. In 1830, the Southern
Netherlands launched independence movement, gaining
independence from the Kingdom of Netherlands, and
selecting a German prince, Leopold, as its first King. Since
then, the Saxe-Coburg-Gotha dynasty of Belgium was
established. Originally Belgium was founded on a policy
of neutrality, but was occupied by the German Empire and
Nazi Germany in both world wars. After World War II,
Belgium abandoned the principle of neutrality and joined
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Later it
joined the European Economic Community (EEC) as one of
the founding members.

For these historical reasons, Belgium is a constitutional
monarchy with a federal government and a bicameral
parliament consisting of a Senate and a lower house.
Three communities have been established according
to language groups, namely the Dutch community, the
French community and the German community. Three
administrative regions were also created, namely the
Flemish Region, the Walloon Region and the Brussels-
Capital Region.” The three Communities and the
Administrative Regions retain their respective legislative
and executive powers.
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Trade with the East in the Middle Ages

Belgium was densely populated, with a thriving
economy and a very high level of productivity. It is best
known for its early tweeds from Flanders and, after the
Industrial Revolution, for its trains and other industrial
products. From very early on, even before the geographical
discoveries, it was assimilated into the process of world
economic integration.

In the Middle Ages, Belgium was essentially an
agriculture-based civilization. Peasants cultivated the
land as their main means of livelihood and wove tweed
as a side business. This resulted in an underdeveloped
economy and a decline in commerce throughout the
empire. Even so, around the 9th century, the merchant
ships of the Frieslanders (a province in the northwest of the
Netherlands) were constantly trading between the Scheldt
River (which flows through Tournai, Ghent and Antwerp),
the Maas and the Rhine, and along the North Sea coast.
One of the main commodities traded was the woolen goods
spun by the Flemish farmers which were known far and
wide for their bright colors and were given as a precious
gift by Charlemagne to the King Harun Al-Rasheed.” All
of Netherland exhibits a commercial vitality not found
elsewhere in Western Europe.

Flanders was uniquely located, with the port of Bruges
serving as a natural transit point for merchant ships from
England and the Nordic region heading south out of the
Baltic Sea. In addition to its privileged location, Flanders
was a leader in industry (mainly metallurgy) at the time.
The growing population made the land vibrant, and the
peasants were freed from simple farming to engage in
other industries such as weaving and metallurgy (mainly
copper production). The additional landless population
was encouraged to create new land by enclosing dikes and
draining water. On the newly emerged wet grasslands of
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Queen Isabelle’s Arrival in Paris in 1389 —
by an unknown artist from Bruges, Belgium,
painted around 1470 (from the first part
illustrations of Volume IV of the Froissart's
Chronicles by Jean Froissart). Thanks to the
contribution of artisans and merchants, the
nobility's costumes were exceptionally colorful
during the "long dark" Middle Ages. In 1389,
Charles VI of France celebrated the first arrival
of his new queen, Isabel, in Paris. Arranged
by dukes, lords and councilors, the queen
arrived on horseback with her retinue of ladies
in sedan chairs or on partial saddles. In the
painting, the figures are dressed in plum-red
tweed hats and cloaks, with golden threads
shimmering on embroidered silk

the coast, flocks of sheep were raised, and the quality of
the wool was particularly fine. By the 10th century, with
the development of the import/export trade, local wool was
running out and Flemish weavers had to rely on merchants
to import more wool from England, while wool bleachers
had access to soap and dyes imported from overseas by
merchants. Consequently, the local weaving industry, which
had been based in the countryside, moved to various ports
where the product could be easily sold and traded. The
delicate woolen fabrics woven in Flemish workshops were
sold to the rest of the continent as return cargo for merchant
ships, making merchants rich and prosperous. In the 12th
century, all of Flanders became a country of weavers and

EEAFERELESNHRE (ZL4AM), H HHerta
Lepie, Georg Minkenberg, 7he Cathedral Treasury of
Aachen, % 18 7T

Brocade (silk fabric) covering the coffin of Charles
the Great. From Herta Lepie, Georg Minkenberg, 7he
Cathedral Treasury of Aachen, p. 18
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dyers, and it developed into the richest region in Europe,
marking the beginning of its golden age. Someone once
proudly said, "All the countries of the world are warmed
by the wool of England, which is woven into cloth by the
Flemish."" Although exaggerated, it is true that at that
time the furs of Northern Europe, the tweeds of Flanders
and the silks of China were almost equally important in the
list of long-distance traded goods. They shared the same
characteristics: high prices and easy transportation.

In the 11th century, European commerce began a
period of Renaissance. Two major factors contributed to
this Renaissance: the internal factor was the population
growth in most of Europe, and the external factor was
the Crusades.” The two sources of this renaissance were
Venice, Italy, in southern Europe, and the Flemish coast, in
northern Europe. Regarding the two factors that led to this
business renaissance, they complement each other and are
indistinguishable from each other.

The Crusades put an end to the Islamist monopoly on
the Mediterranean and restored the earlier maritime trade,
and the sea route from the North Sea to the Mediterranean
coast came alive. From the beginning of the 12th century, a
large number of Venetian merchants, who had become rich
by carrying supplies for the army in their ships, began to
appear in the marketplaces of Flanders. By the 13th century,
Venetians, Florentines, Spaniards, Breteuil and Hanseatic
merchants all had their own trading houses in the Flemish
port of Bruges. The money and credit system, which
was closely linked to the development of trade, was also
established in this area.”

The goods in the Flanders bazaar were primarily spices
and valuables from Syria, Egypt and Byzantium - mainly
pepper, silk, enameled vessels and ivory products. The
spices and silks from Syria were brought in by Chinese and
Indian caravans. At this time, the East was already unified
by the Mongol Empire, and the caravans in the territory



LropivMm
- -

ufl'tﬁc:[i.

5

(FIR) . DB - BERZIMW, 291647 FEE=7TREHM
Liege. Gravure by Matthaus Merian, published in Francfort circa 1647
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The Burg in Bruges, painted circa 1672 by Jan Baptist van Meunincxhove.

Collection of Groeninge museum
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Bruges in the 19th century, downloaded from the MonoVisions website
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could travel almost unimpededly. So, long before the
advent of the Great Age of Navigation, Belgium, far away
in Western Europe, was already connected with merchants
and goods from China. Thus, globalization is nothing new:
hundreds of years ago, human ancestors living all over the
world did their best to collect information from all over the
world, sending all kinds of merchant missions to explore
where the best markets were, where to bring goods to satisfy
people's various consumption desires, and how to cross
deserts and mountains to reach the magical land on the other
side of the trade route.

The development of commerce and trade brought
about a division of labor and promoted the development of
handicrafts. Due to the growth of industry, the people of
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Flanders and Brabant, who had a stable source of income,
became less interested in trade. They left the riskier
maritime trade to merchants from other places. From this
period onwards, the Dutch, who had a long coastline, were
keen to engage in the shipping trade and related industries.
The Dutch became known as the "Sea Coachman." The
Belgians, who were relatively more inland, preferred to
engage in textile, metallurgy and other processing industries.
This situation was gradually fixed, and eventually led to the
separation of Belgium from the Low Countries (Kingdom of
the Netherlands), which became the independent Kingdom
of Belgium.
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Commerce and trade naturally brought a great deal of
wealth. In addition to Flanders, the medieval period also
saw the creation of city-states such as Brabant, Hainault,
Namur and Luxembourg, ruled by dukes and counts. The
cities of Ghent, Li¢ge, Bruges, Antwerp, Ypres, etc. were
also under their jurisdiction which gathered a large number
of wealthy freemen. All of these cities created an enviable
amount of raw wealth during this period, acquired urban
autonomy from the nobility, and developed a proud urban
culture. In Europe at the time, the only major cities that
could rival them were Italy's Venice, Florence, and Milan.
To this day, despite having been a medieval battleground
and having survived two world wars, Belgium still retains
a large number of medieval churches, bell towers and
fortresses. In 2000, 32 of Belgium's churches bell towers
were included on the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage List,
a total that is even higher than that of France, which is 17
times larger in area than Belgium.

The development of commerce and trade also
contributed to the awakening of national consciousness
and led to the outbreak of the Netherlandish independence
movement, the end result of which was the birth of a
Belgian kingdom that had never existed before in history.
The towns of the Flanders region were the premier
commercial centers of Europe in the 14th century, and
Italian commercial bankers and moneylenders also had large
capital here. The textile and manufacturing industries made
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Saint Nicholas Church, Ghent, during 1890-1905.
Collection of United States Library of Congress
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in 1302, circa the 16th century, by an
unknown painter

#FH#ISkIE ( Source ) : http://www.liebaart.
org/figuren/guldensp.jpg.
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the city's wealth grow and the strength of the civic class
based on merchants and craftsmen continued to grow. When
the Queen of France visited Bruges, she was deeply shocked
and remarked, "I thought I was the only queen here, but
I found out that there were 600 other queens."" During
the Anglo-French War, because of the close trade with
the British side, the common economic interests made the
Flemish citizen class more inclined to the British, while the
Flemish counts and nobles of the time sided with the French
king and nobility due to intermarriage and education. In the
famous Battle of the Golden Spur,"” the Flemish guild militia
defeated the French feudal knights. By the 16th century, the
Habsburgs needed to gain better control of Flanders in order
to gain a steady flow of money for European domination,
and the kings always wanted to destroy all the forces in the
Netherland that could constitute a resistance. Those extreme
measures not only increased the tax burden of craftsmen
and the lower class, but also offended the interests of the
local nobles, monks and the upper class, which greatly
stimulated the Netherland's national consciousness and
resistance determination to resist. From the 16th century
to the outbreak of the French Revolution, this period
was the historical transition from absolute monarchy to
modern nation-state' in Europe. It was from this stage that
Belgium was born as a nation-state, and it was only after the
Industrial Revolution that it came to fruition.
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Exchanges between China and the West
during the Mongol Empire

The first to set out on the long trade route to the east
were not only merchants, but also missionaries. Of course,
the mission of missionaries was not to make money, but
to preach and expand the influence of the Church. The
church in medieval Europe was the equivalent of a state,
and before the rise of nation-states, there were only two
giants in Europe - the Catholic Church and the Holy Roman
Empire. To a certain extent, the Catholic Church was no
different from other imperial states in that it had a large
organizational structure and governed large territories and
large populations, while constantly launching wars abroad,
annexing land, and expanding its power. In addition to Italy,
it also had lordship and judicial discretion in many other
parts of Europe, and was involved in economic activities
such as lending money, buying and selling real estate,
and renting houses. The popes also carried out diplomatic
activities just like the emperors and kings, befriending the
far.

The Mongol Empire, which flourished in the 13th
century, was the most extensive state in history, spanning
both Europe and Asia. From 1236 to 1242, the Mongols
launched their second expedition to Europe' and defeated
the Kingdom of Poland, the Holy Roman Empire, the
Kingdom of Hungary and the Second Bulgarian Empire,
reaching as far as the Italian Republic of Venice and the
Balkans. The whole of Europe was on edge, trying to find
out who these plunderers were, where they came from, what
their customs and beliefs were. At the same time, they also
want to spy on the Mongolian army's movements, military
situation, strength, etc., in order to formulate strategies to
resist its attack. Four diplomatic missions were sent by Pope
Innocent IV between 1243 and 1253, the most famous of
which was led by the Italian missionary Bertrand." King
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William of Rubruck
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Roadmap of Rubruck's Mission, downloaded from the University of Washington

ABISEIE ( Source ) :

http://depts.washington.edu/uwch/silkroad/maps/rubruck.html.

-

Louis IX of France also sent a diplomatic mission led by the
Flemish missionary William of Rubruck. The messengers
of several missions carried letters from the pope or the king,
begging the Mongols in the name of God to stop the killing
of Christians, to accept the Christian faith, and to seek
the possibility of cooperating together in the attack on the
Muslims.

William of Rubruck (Guillaume de Rubruquis, also
written as Willem van Ruysbroeck, Guillaume de Rubrouck,
Willielmus de Rubruquis, c. 1210 or 1215 or 1220 - 1270
or 1290 or 1293), was born in the village of Rubruck in
the Kingdom of Flanders (then part of France) and took
the village as his surname. He later became a Flemish
Franciscan' missionary. From 1248 to 1250, William
participated in the Seventh Crusade with King Louis IX of
France.” After failing to advance to Egypt, he was ordered
to go to Mongolia secretly in 1253. It is not clear from his
later writings that whether his mission was on the orders of
Louis IX to convince the rulers to participate as allies in the
crusades launched by the Western European countries, or on
the orders of the Pope to preach Christianity in competition
with Islam, which had already been introduced to Mongolia
by Arab traders. William is said to have been an observant,
articulate, and multilingual man, well suited for diplomatic
and missionary work. However, he was physically large -
whenever the mission changed horses on the road, he had to
go for the fittest one.”

William set out from the city of Accra (north of modern
Haifa, Egypt) on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean
Sea and made his way east, "carrying with me from
Constantinople, according to the advice of the merchants,
fruits, muscat wine and fine cookies for the first batch of
(Tatar) governors, so as to make my journey easier, for
it seemed to them impolite to go empty-handed".”” After
crossing the Black Sea, he arrived at the Volga in August of
the same year to visit Batu Khan. Believing that he had no
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right to grant William the permission to preach Christianity
among the Mongols, Batu sent William to Mongol Khan.
William had to continue his journey eastward, getting colder
and colder and suffering from hunger from time to time,
and crossed the Aral Sea, finally reaching Mongol's winter
camp near the Mongol capital in December. He had his
first audience with Mongol Khan in January 1254. In April
he accompanied Mongol to Karakorum, then the Mongol
capital, and in July he returned to the east coast of the
Mediterranean in 1255 with a very arrogant letter of state
from Mongol to Louis IX.

A year after the return of the Mongolian mission,
William wrote his report in Latin to Louis IX, known as 7#e
Journey of William of Rubruck to the Eastern Parts of the
World. Based on what he heard and saw, William spared no
effort in his report to give a vivid and concrete account of
the clothing, food, housing, customs, laws and religion of
the various Mongolian tribes in the 13th century, as well as
a careful account of the mountains, lakes, places and cities
he passed through and the various ethnic groups along the
way, which are not only important primary sources for the
study of medieval history and geography and the history of
East-West communication, but also provide Europeans with
a remarkable insight into another remarkable culture. He
wrote, "When I found myself among them, I really felt as if
I had arrived in another century."”

In The Journey of William of Rubruck to the Eastern
Parts of the World, William mentions that there were many
ethnic groups and various religious beliefs in the vast
territory of Mongolia. There were not only Mongols, called
Tatars, and people of various nationalities from Central
and West Asia, such as Armenians, Georgians, Bohemians,
but also Russians, Poles, Hungarians, Germans, Slavs, as
well as Nestorians® of the Christian branch, Buddhists of
Uyghurs®, and Muslims of Saracens™’, who were taken
captive. William also identifies what the ancient Greeks
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Rubruck's report on the mission —
The Journey of William of Rubruck
fo the Eastern Parts of the World.
Published on July 28, 2010 by
Hakluyt Society
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An illustration of a 14th-century copy
of Rubruck's Report on His Mission
fo the East. The upper portion shows
William of Rubruck and his travelling
companion with Louis IX of France.
The lower portion shows the two
friars on their journey. Collection
of Parker Library, Corpus Christi
College, Cambridge, the United
Kingdom
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called "Seres" (meaning silk country) as a component of the
Khitan state of the time: "There is also the Great Khitan,
whose people I believe to be the ancient silk people. They
produced the best silk which earned them the name Silk
People. There are many provinces within that land, most
of which have not yet submitted to Mongolia."* He saw
Chinese paper money - "The money prevailing in Khitan
is a kind of cotton paper, about a palm's length and width,
on which are printed a few lines of characters, like those
on the seal of Mongol". He mentions Chinese writing
and the writing instrument, the brush: "They use brushes
to write, like painters using brushes to draw. They write
several letters in a glyph that formed a complete word."*
He also noted the differences between Chinese and Western
medicine, saying "(Chinese) physicians are well acquainted
with the properties of herbs and skilled in diagnosing by the
pulse; but they do not use diuretics and do not know how to
check urine. This is what I have seen with my own eyes."”
This is the earliest and most definitive record of Europeans
in the Middle Ages about China and its culture.

The most eye-opening event for William was the
capital of the Mongol dynasty, Karakorum, which in the
mid-13th century was just as the capital of the world, filled
with missionaries from the Pope, envoys from the Southern
Song court, camel caravans of Persian merchants, and
tributes from the kingdom of Koryo. Twice a year, Mongkol
would feast his courtiers in the great palace of Karakorum,
when noblemen, despite the journey of two months, would
come to his court to pay respects and receive his rewards.
At the entrance of the palace, he had Guillaume Boucher, a
goldsmith from Paris, create a huge fountain of silver trees
that spouted four different drinks and milk wines, in order
to show off the wealth and prestige of the dynasty. "Master
William the Parisian had made for him a great silver tree,
and at its roots are four lions of silver, each with a conduit
through it, and all belching forth white milk of mares.
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And four conduits are led inside the tree to its tops, which
are bent downward, and on each of these is also a gilded
serpent, whose tail twines round the tree. And from one of
these pipes flows wine; from another crocosmia, or clarified
mare's milk; from another bal, a drink made with honey;
and from yet another rice mead, which is called terracina.
And for each liquor there is a special silver bowl at the foot
of the tree to receive it."” At the top of the tree, between the
four conduits, there was also an angel holding a trumpet. A
servant hidden in the belly of the trunk used a pipe to go up
through the heart of the tree to the mouth of angel and blew
the trumpet in the angel's hand to announce the beginning of
the feast.

William was the one who came to the East and depicted
it before Marco Polo. But because of his mission and status,
William himself and his writings are not as famous as
the later Marco Polo. After William, the Mongol Empire
also sent ambassadors to the West, and in 1289, Habban-
cauma, an ambassador from Beijing, came to Rome and was
welcomed in Europe. In 1338, Pope Benoit XII received the
Mongol ambassador Alans with great pomp and ceremony.
Afterwards, the pope ordered Giovanni da Marignolli to
pay a return visit. When Marignolli came to China, he
offered a stallion to the Yuan emperor, who really liked the
stallion. According to the History of Yuan Dynasty (Volume
40), The Records of Emperor Shun, the horse offered by
Marignolli was "a horse of foreign quality from the county
of Flanders - about eleven feet three inches long and six
feet four inches tall, with a pure black body and two white
". In addition, the book Geng Shen Wai Shi
also mentioned this matter. ...

hind hooves
* The "heavenly horse" from
Flander county became a big cultural event at that time,
featured in numerous poetry and paintings created during
the end of the Yuan dynasty.

The horse offered by Marignolli mentioned above is
actually a unique Belgian horse breed called the Flemish
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The silver tree fountain painted by the Dutch painter Mathieu
Richard Auguste Henrion in 1846

#FHIskIE (Source ) : https://www.maryevans.com/search.php.
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horse, which is a medieval war horse and the ancestor of
later heavy horses. It has black hair, a large, muscular body
and short legs, and is generally 163-173 cm tall and weighs
820-1,000 kg. It is only when seeing in person that one
can realize how this kind of horse can carry a heavy knight
in armor and charge into battle. After the Middle Ages,
heavy cavalry gradually receded from the stage of history,
and the horse became a farm animal for plowing the fields
and pulling carts. At that time, Belgium was still part of
France (Flanders), so the Yuan dynasty people thought it
was a French horse. Hundreds of years later, in 1890, when
Minister Xue Fucheng visited the horse fair in Belgium, he

also saw this huge horse and recorded his impression. ... *
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Tow Knights Fighting in a Landscape, painted by the French painter

Eugene Delacroix in 1824. Collection of the Louvre Museum, France
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Nicolas Trigault - Preaching through Books

After the fall of the Mongol Empire, the communication
between China and Europe was interrupted for more than
two hundred years. Before the Spanish and Portuguese
found new routes on the sea, the East and the West became
separated from each other and full of mystery. In the East,
the feudal society of China gradually developed to its peak,
and the power of the state was unparalleled. In Europe,
with the opening of new routes and the advent of the Great
Age of Navigation, the Netherlands, a relative of Belgium
became independent in 1588 and developed into a seafaring
and trading power, known as the "Sea Coachman." It
established colonies and trading posts around the world, and
in 1655 sent a mission to Beijing, asking for commerce with
the soon to be established Qing dynasty. Belgium, however,
was still under Spanish rule.

In contrast to nation-states, the Christian churches
in Europe still possessed enormous power and influence
beyond the state. The Church never completely abandoned
sending missionaries to the East, despite the inaccessibility
of roads. The church not only concentrated a great deal of
power and wealth, but also had a monopoly on knowledge
- the most educated group at the time was the clergy. The
priests were each competent in their own way according to
their abilities and interests: those who were eloquent and
persevering were responsible for preaching, those who had
managerial skills were responsible for handling the daily
affairs of the church, those who were good at managing
money were responsible for managing the church property
and increasing wealth, while those who were gifted and
talented wrote a large number of Christian works, and they
even studied pagan cultures.

In order to effectively attract and convert the Chinese,
missionaries used a variety of methods, such as offering
gifts to Chinese emperors and officials, healing the Chinese
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The portrait of Nicolas Trigault painted by the famous Belgian painter
Peter Paul Rubens in 1616-1617. In the painting, Nicolas Trigault is
dressed in Chinese Ming dynasty costume. The picture on the left is
in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, USA. The picture
on the right is in the collection of Musée de la Chartreuse de Douai of
France
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of illnesses, and performing miracles, among which the
most widespread and effective was the "preaching through
books." During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Society of
Jesus™ missionaries, who came to China by merchant ships
along the New Passage, developed a different missionary
method from that of William of Rubruck: namely, preaching
through printing books and teaching scientific knowledge.
The Belgian scholar Nicolas Standaert noted that, as a result
of the European publishing and printing boom, "'preaching
through books' became the main method of spreading
Christianity among the social elite.

After setting foot on Chinese soil, the missionaries soon
noticed that China was a country with a long civilization,
a people who respected intellectuals and loved books. The
Jesuit Alessandro Valignano noted, "The wealth of books
in the Chinese cities is truly magnificent,” "They have only
more books than we have in Europe, all printed, on subjects
matters of science as well as others.”" In their amazement,
the missionaries concluded that in China, the intellectuals,
or "Shi," were at the head of all social classes and belonged
to the ruling class. To succeed in their missionary work in
China, they had to conquer the hearts of the Shi. In order
to expand their influence among the Shi, and to arouse
the interest and admiration of the Chinese, they had to
use European books to prove the superiority of Western
culture and that the missionaries came from a culturally
prosperous country. To this end, Nicolas Trigault, a Belgian
Jesuit, came to China in 1613 with more than 7,000 books
collected in Europe.

Nicolas Trigault (also known in Latin as Trigautius or
Trigaultius, 1577-1628) was a Jesuit missionary to China.
He and other early missionaries to China inherited and
further developed the missionary method of Matteo Ricci®
in China®. During his lifetime, he came to China twice,
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spending a total of 12 years, and traveled extensively in the
north and south. He wrote and published extensively, and
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made great contributions to the Jesuit mission in China. He
died and was buried in Hangzhou.

Born on March 3, 1577 in Douai, then part of Flanders
and later annexed to France, Nicolas Trigault called
himself a Belgian. In 1615, Trigault printed Matteo Ricci's
posthumous manuscript History of the Christian Expedition
to China. On its cover, Trigault referred to himself as
"Belga" (Belgian). Nicolas Trigault attended a Jesuit-run
school in Douai, where he received his Master of Arts
degree in 1594, and soon afterwards joined the Jesuits. He
studied rhetoric and philosophy, languages, geography,
astronomy, mathematics, medicine, and other missionary
studies for several years before going overseas, a training
that made missionaries such as Nicolas Trigault the
intellectual elite of his time.

Nicolas Trigault first came to China in 1610 when he
was a missionary in Goa, India. He arrived in Nanjing the
following year, studied Chinese under the guidance of the
missionaries who had arrived before him, and was soon
invited by Li Zhizao™ to preach in Hangzhou.” When he
went to Beijing to report on his teaching duties, he found
Matteo Ricci's journals, which he later translated into
Latin and wrote a biography of Ricci. In 1613, he was sent
back to Europe to report on his missionary work. In 1615,
he published his book Matteo Ricci's Journal of China
(originally titled De Christiana Expeditio ne apvd Sinas
Svscepta ab Scoietate Jesv, Ex P. Matthai Ricci ejusdem
Societatis Comentarris), which was very well received
in Europe. For the first time, the book gives an accurate
and faithful description of China, including appellations,
geography, products, craftsmanship, court, customs,
laws and institutions, as well as insights into missionary
experiences throughout China. This book is of great
historical value for the study of the history of the Chinese
and Western Transportation in the Ming dynasty, the history
of the Jesuit missions in China, and the history of the late
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Ming dynasty.

In Rome, Nicolas Trigault reported to the Pope on
his missionary work in China and made corresponding
requests regarding specific missionary matters. Based on his
experience in China, he requested the Pope's permission to
translate the Bible, the Mass, the daily lessons for priests,
and the canons of the priesthood into Chinese, to use
Chinese instead of Latin in his missions and liturgies, to
allow priests in China to celebrate Mass without taking off
their hats, and to allow the appointment of Chinese to the
priesthood.” These issues may seem minor, but they are
important in nature and have far-reaching implications. The
Jesuits in China believed that in order to achieve missionary
purposes in China, they had to respect certain special rules
and should follow the customs of the country. At a meeting
on January 15, 1616, in the presence of Pope Paolo V, it
was agreed that the Jesuits in China would be granted the
concessions they had requested: permission for priests to
wear hats during Mass; permission to translate the Bible
into the Chinese language; and permission for Chinese
priests to preside; and permission to recite prayers in the
Chinese language." However, it would be more than 100
years later these concessions were actually implemented by
the missionaries in China.

Another major achievement of Nicolas Trigault's
trip to Europe was the collection of more than 7,000
books.” During his stay in Europe, he used his outstanding
eloquence to promote Chinese culture and the Jesuit
missionary activities in China, and received the strong
support of the most powerful kings and bishops in Europe.
The books he collected alone were immensely valuable.
This collection included not only religious books, but also
a large number of books on humanities, social sciences
and natural sciences. He proudly described it as follows:

There is no one in the Jesuits who can match the
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The first Latin edition of Matteo
Ricci's Journal of China published

in 1615. It's now in Biblioteca do
Senado, Macao Central Library
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The windlass well described in the work
of Agostino Ramelli, an Italian engineer,
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A well using a windlass well mechanism
in the book Yuan Xi Qi Qi Tu Shuo Lu Zui

(The lllustrations of Instruments from the
Far West), published in 1627

number (not counting duplicates), the variety of
academic disciplines, or the richness of the decoration
of what I have acquired so far. ... In terms of
disciplines, in addition to the humanities, philosophy,
theology, doctrine, and other masterpieces that our
libraries are accustomed to, I have found many books
on medicine, law, music, and mathematics. I have
collected from various princes and officials and
acquired in various places many measuring instruments
and the machinery of manufacturing instruments,
whose quality and quantity are incomparable. This
collection of books and instruments, before leaving
Europe, is worth 10,000 gold coins. If we talk about
their beauty - all the books are bound in red leather,
with the papal seal on one side, and the titles and other
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The Pompeo Targone mill carriage described in

decorations are stamped in gold. *

Later, the arrival of the books did cause a great reaction
among the Chinese scholars and became a doorstop for the
missionaries to enter the Chinese cultural circle. Believers
were overwhelmed with joy and used it to show off to
laymen, as Yang Tingjun* compared it to Xuanzang's
trip to the west to obtain scriptures, while opponents were
deeply disturbed by the move, saying that it was "intended
to destroy the Chinese saintly tradition."” Of course, it took
a long time for the books to be translated into Chinese,
and after 1623 they were finally transported to the library
founded by Matteo Ricci in Beijing. Based on the books
brought by Nicolas Trigault, the book Yuan Xi Qi Qi Tu
Shuo Lu Zui (The Illustrations of Instruments from the
Far West), dictated by the missionary Johann Schreck and
written and illustrated by Wang Zheng", was published in
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The mill carriage in Yuan Xi Qi Qi Tu Shuo Lu Zui (The lllustrations
of Instruments from the Far West), published in 1627
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1627, and greatly shocked the Chinese people at that time.
This book is an important achievement in the Western
learning's spread to the East. Joseph Needham, in his book
Science and Civilization in China, gave this book high
praises.

Nicolas Trigault's second visit to China was in 1618.
This time he brought with him the books collected in Europe
and 22 newly recruited missionaries, including Johann
Schreck, Johann Adam Schall von Bell, and other famous
missionaries of the late Ming and early Qing dynasties.”
The journey was treacherous, not only because of pirates
and pestilence, but also because seven missionaries died of
diseases on the way. In this visit to China, Nicolas Trigault
went to Jiangxi, Zhejiang, Henan, Shanxi and Shaanxi to
preach. During his missionary work in various places, he
set up a book printing factory and printed many books in
Chinese and Latin.

The Jesuits in China valued Nicolas Trigault's excellent
linguistic and writing skills more than his missionary
work, and later engaged him exclusively in translation and
writing. In the area of Western and Chinese missions, he
compiled a calendar book in the style of the almanac, 7us
Li Nian Zhan Li Fa (Calculation of the Holiday Calendar),
and collaborated with Zhang Geng" in the translation of
some of the stories of Aesop’s Fables, which were collected
and printed in the book, Kuang Yi. In order to spread
the Chinese learning to the West, he translated the tablet
inscription of Da Qin Jing Jiao Liu Xing Bei (The Nestorian
Monument in China)” into Latin for the first time. He also
translated the first Chinese Confucian text, the Pentabiblion
Sinense, into Latin, and compiled the earliest Chinese
Pinyin program, Aid to the Eyes and Ears of Western
Literati, which was an important Chinese linguistic tool. He
also compiled the first systematic work on Chinese history
in the West, Annales Regui Sinensis.” He died in 1629 in
Hangzhou and was buried in the Jesuit priest's cemetery in
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Dafangjing, Hangzhou.

The Chinese have a natural sense of cultural superiority
due to their 5,000-year history of civilization and the
imperial concept of "Heaven is round and I am in the
center," especially when compared with the relatively
backward cultures of other countries around them.
Matteo Ricci, Nicolas Trigault, and others had a sober
understanding of the difficulty of changing the beliefs
of the Chinese, noting "The pride of the Chinese has not
yet been reduced to the point where they seem to accept
foreign religions that no one of their countrymen has ever
believed in."” They were keenly aware that in order to
preach in China, they had to have the approved support
of Chinese intellectuals. The attitude of the Jesuits, says
Nicolas Trigault, was that "it would be of great advantage
to draw the majority of the Confucianists to our side of the
argument, who embraced Confucius and so could interpret
in our favor those uncertain areas in his writings. In this
way, our people could win the great favor of the Confucian
scholars"™. Despite its cunning methods, this Chinese
missionary method, pioneered by Matteo Ricci and carried
on by Nicolas Trigault and others, embodies the pragmatic
spirit that should always characterize intellectuals. In this
way, they built a bridge for understanding between the East
and the West.
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From left to right: Matteo Ricci, Johann
Adam Schall von Bell, and Ferdinand
Verbiest. This image is from Jean-
Baptiste Du Halde's (1674-1743)
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published in 1736
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Emperor Kangxi's Scientific Enlightenment
Teacher - Ferdinand Verbiest

After Nicolas Trigault, another famous Belgian
missionary was Ferdinand Verbiest, the scientific
enlightenment teacher of Emperor Kangxi. In that era,
Matteo Ricci, Johann Adam Schall von Bell” and Ferdinand
Verbiest were the three most influential, and their names
became synonymous with the missionaries in China in the
late Ming and early Qing dynasties. Ferdinand Verbiest,
in particular, promoted the Catholic missionary activity
to reach the peak before the Opium War because he was
trusted by the Emperor Kangxi as a teacher of scientific
enlightenment. Although missionary was their purpose, to a
certain extent they also made important contributions to the
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The Catholic University of Leuven has created a special hall in memory
of this great alumnus, Ferdinand Verbiest. On the 300th anniversary of
his death, the Chinese government presented the Ferdinand Verbiest
Foundation at the University of Leuven with a model of the "Celestial
Sphere Instrument" (one of the large astronomical instruments designed
and built by Ferdinand Verbiest), the original of which is in the collection of
the Forbidden City Museum, Beijing

modern cultural exchange between China and the West.

The Christian Church in the Middle Ages, in addition
to power and wealth, had a monopoly on knowledge and
education. The origins of all university systems in the
world can be traced back to Europe, where by 1400 there
were 53 universities. They provided education for secular
people, trained future servants for the church, and provided
administrative officials for kings. Belgium's first and
most prestigious university was KU Leuven (Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven), founded in 1425 by Pope Martin V,
the powerful man who reunited the Western Church, and it
is the oldest surviving Catholic university. During the initial
period, its professors were mainly from the University of
Paris, University of Cologne and University of Vienna, and
there set up the faculties of liberal arts, law and medicine.
In 1432, the Faculty of Theology was added. Later, it grew
in size and academic prestige. About 200 years after its
creation, one of its graduates came to China to preach and
eventually became the teacher of scientific enlightenment
for Emperor Kangxi: Ferdinand Verbiest.
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Ferdinand Verbiest (1623-1688), born on October 9,
1623 in Pittem, a town near Bruges, began his studies at
the Catholic University of Leuven in 1640 and dropped
out after a year to join the Jesuits. In 1643 he came back
to the Collegium Societatis Jesu in Leuven for missionary
purposes, and returned to the Catholic University of Leuven
for two years to study Aristotle's philosophy. He mastered
logic and dialectics, as well as some preliminary concepts
of physics. However, he was especially endowed with the
talent of mathematics™. In 1645, he went to a Jesuit college
to teach Latin, and in 1652 he was sent by the bishop of
Flanders to Rome to join the Jesuit College of Rome, where
he specialized in theology, and received his doctorate
in theology in 1655. In 1656, he came to China with the
missionary Martin Martini®, and arrived in Macau in 1658
after a long and arduous journey.

Ferdinand Verbiest, who was originally a missionary
in Shaanxi, was ordered to go to Beijing in 1660 to use his
mathematical skills to assist Father Johann Adam Schall
von Bell, who was in charge of compiling the calendar at
the Qin Tian Jian (Imperial Astronomical Bureau). After
Schall's impeachment, Yang Guangxian, a Chinese official,
took over the reins of the Qin Tian Jian. During his tenure,
Yang made frequent errors in the calendar calculations,
causing much controversy within the imperial court, and it
was also circulated in the public that the Chinese calendar
was not as accurate as the Western calendar. In order to
quell this dispute, Emperor Kangxi, who had not long been
in power, decided to hold a public test to let both sides
compete. After two competitions in 1668 and 1669, both
proved that the Western calendar was indeed more accurate
than the old one. In March 1674, Ferdinand Verbiest was
promoted to the post of Supervisor of the Qin Tian Jian with
additional title of the Secretary of the Taichang Temple.

Rare in Chinese history, Emperor Kangxi is a ruler
characterized with enlightened thinking and a strong
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desire to learn. This is probably due to his youthful reign
started with both internal and external crises, a situation
that forced him to strive for self-improvement in order to
secure the kingdom. Coupled with his own intelligence and
perseverance, Emperor Kangxi had a strong desire to learn
about Western technology brought by Western missionaries
such as Ferdinand Verbiest. As an enlightened Emperor
who was determined to make a difference, Kangxi naturally
could not agree with Yang Guangxian's ignorant view that
"it would rather have no good calendar than have Westerners
in China."” When Ferdinand Verbiest proved his knowledge
and talent through the two competitions, he soon became
Kangxi's personal teacher and close friend, and was often
summoned to the inner court to explain Western science.
For two years, Ferdinand Verbiest taught the emperor the
use of the main astronomical and mathematical instruments,
in addition to the most interesting and accessible aspects
of geometry, statics, and astronomy. Emperor Kangxi was
also a highly qualified student. He was not only intelligent
and perceptive but also had a very good memory. Once he
saw a bird and asked what it was pronounced in Western
language. Ferdinand Verbiest told him in Flemish. A few
years later, Kangxi saw the same kind of bird again and was
still able to say its name in Flemish.”

Taking the opportunity to explain Western science,
Ferdinand Verbiest lost no time in "inculcating the
preliminary knowledge of Catholicism to Emperor Kangxi."
He was extremely optimistic about converting Emperor
Kangxi to Catholicism: "The deep impression that European
astronomy left on Emperor Kangxi and the pleasure that
Western mechanics brought him would surely turn his
attention to the faith behind science."” It should be said that
later Emperor Kangxi's tolerant attitude toward European
missionaries was all very much related to his appreciation of
Ferdinand Verbiest's profound knowledge and recognition
of Verbiest's outstanding contributions. In reality, however,
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the shrewd Emperor Kangxi, like all Chinese monarchs,
held views on religion that were both superstitious and
exploitative. Although he trusted and admired Ferdinand
Verbiest and appointed him only as an expert consultant,
Kangxi did not take a strong interest in Catholic doctrine
and "absorbed only the spirit of skepticism, experimentation
and respect for scientific knowledge."™ In essence, he
was still a supporter and successor of traditional Chinese
Confucianism as the foundation of his rule, while Western
science was only a hobby outside his busy political duties,
and was not even included in the teaching program for the
training of the imperial heirs.

Although Ferdinand Verbiest's missionary work
was not very fruitful, his scientific and technological
achievements, which he used as a means of missionary
work, were remarkable. First, he applied European
astronomy to the Chinese calendar. After taking over
Qin Tian Jian, he continuously refined his research on
astronomy and calendar, and compiled his own calculation
methods and research results into a book. Over the past
15 years, he published more than ten volumes of books.
In 1668, he published Ce Yan Ji Lue (The Chronicle of
the Test), which described the methods of astronomical
observation. In 1671, he published Yan Qi Shuo (The Test
of Qi) and in 1672 he published Chr Dao Nan Bei Xing Tu
(The Star Chart of the North and South of the Equator). In
1673, he published Y7 Xiang Tu (The Instrument Chart). In
addition to writing books, Ferdinand Verbiest believed that
instruments were of primary importance in astronomical
observation and calendar making. Therefore, after presiding
over the Qin Tian Jian, he combined Chinese casting
techniques with European machining techniques and cast
six large astronomical instruments in bronze over a period
of four years. These elegant and beautiful instruments are
not only instruments for observing the celestial phenomena,
but also magnificent works of art rich in Chinese elements,
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Astronomical observatory in Beijing during the Kangxi period, with much of the equipment
supervised by Ferdinand Verbiest. This print is from the series of works entitled Voyage au
Chine published by Antoine Francois Prevost (1697-1763) in 1764
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Beijing Ancient Observatory today. Photo taken by Tang Fulin
on September 5, 2015
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which are preserved to this day on the ancient observatory
in Beijing. While manufacturing and installing the new
instruments in the Observatory, Ferdinand Verbiest wrote
down in detail the manufacturing principles, installation
and usage of the various instruments, and drew up the
descriptions. In 1674, he submitted a total of 16 volumes of
the Xin Zhi Ling Tai Yi Xiang Zhi (Newly Made Spiritual
Observatory Instrument and Elephant) to the government
and asked for the publication. In 1678, Ferdinand Verbiest
compiled the Kang Xi Yong Nian Li Fa (Kangxi Perpetual
Calendar), which was able to predict the ephemeris for
the next two thousand years, and then compiled the civil
calendar according to the ephemeris.

Ferdinand Verbiest was a true bridge builder - in order
to systematically introduce the Western world outside of
China to Emperor Kangxi, he began editing the X7 Fang
Yao Ji (Western Chronicle) in 1669, introducing various
aspects of European society and culture, geography and
customs, etc. Five years later, he completed the drawing of
the huge coloring map Great Universal Geographic Map
used for block printing, and wrote Kun Yu Tu Shuo (Notes
on the Great Universal Geographic Map), Kun Yu Ge Zhi
Lve Shuo (Notes on the Geographical Sketch) and Kun Yu
Wari Ji (Additional Notes on the Great Universal Geographic
Map) as commentaries, introducing Chinese people to the
five continents of the earth in a comprehensive manner. Kun
Yu Tu Shuo was later included in 7he Complete Books
of the Four Storehouses, as the only work by European
in its geography division of historiography during Qing
dynasty. In 1682, he was ordered to accompany the emperor
on eastern tour and wrote Da Da Lv Xing Ji (Travels in
Tartary) to introduce China to the Europeans.

Science and technology were powerful tools for
Ferdinand Verbiest's missionary work. Inherited this method
from Matteo Ricci, Ferdinand Verbiest perfected it during
the early Qing dynasty. In 1671, when Emperor Kangxi was
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The whole map is large in size with excellent pictures and accompanying texts and exquisitely
drawn with bright colors. Ferdinand Verbiest skillfully used the "meanings of movement and
stillness" to demonstrate the "Idea of a Spherical Earth"; marked the south, north, east and
west ends of five continents by the scientific longitude and latitude map-making method;
made a comprehensive account of the local customs, practices and products all over the
world; presented data for the height of mountains and length of rivers renowned in the world;
put forward the concept of "Little West Ocean (i.e., the Indian Ocean)" for the first time.
Ferdinand Verbiest promoted knowledge about natural geography in the annotation text of
The Great Universal Geographic Map. He explained various natural phenomena due to the
fact that the earth is round, the periodic ebb and flow of tides caused by the motion of moon
around the earth, the formation of rain and cloud caused by condensation of water vapor in
the atmosphere, the formation of wind and monsoon and how they affect the navigation on
the open sea, regional cultural differences caused by different climate conditions, and etc.
Ferdinand Verbiest also criticized the Chinese people's superstitious belief about natural
phenomena, such as the incorrect understanding about lunar eclipses and earthquakes. 7he
Great Universal Geographic Map is the epitome of the ancient Chinese version of the world
map. It is the first relatively complete world map in the history of world maps — it therefore is
of milestone significance.
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General Wucheng Yonggu Cannon, now in the
collection of Chinese History Museum, Beijing

building the Xiaoling Mausoleum for his parents, six stone
pillars weighing more than 100,000 pounds and other stone
parts had to be dragged across the Marco Polo Bridge, and
it was required that the bridge not be damaged. Ferdinand
Verbiest used the principles of physics to do it easily, but
pretended to be the work of God.” Later, in 1673, during
the pacification of Wu Sangui rebellion, the rebels were
entrenched in the mountains, which could not be breached
without cannons. Ferdinand Verbiest was ordered to cast
red cannons to assist the Qing court, repair the cannons
cast by Johann Adam Schall von Bell, and continue to
manufacture new cannons. He was responsible for casting
132 lightweight wooden and red copper cannons, 240
General Shen-Wei cannons, and later manufacturing 53 red
cannons, 61 General Wu-Cheng-Yong-Gu cannons and 80
General Shen-Wu cannons. In 1681, Ferdinand Verbiest
wrote Shen Wu Tu Shuo (Illustrations of the Shenwu
Cannons), a detailed description of the method of casting
cannons, and submitted it to Kangxi in the following year.
"After each cannon was made, a platform was set up in

MBI T 1672 Fi&
RS E, AEKRT
—IiE 18 42 i i kit da

Steam-propelled vehicle
designed by Ferdinand

Verbiest in 1672, 18th
century print
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Belgian stamps commemorating
Ferdinand Verbiest
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the manufacturing bureau for the statue of God. Ferdinand
Verbiest wore a priest's uniform, kneeled down and prayed,
and performed the ritual of consecrating the cannon. The
name of the saint of the Church was engraved on each
cannon."” In order to reward him for his meritorious work
in building the cannon, Emperor Kangxi made him the
Right Assistant Minister of the Ministry of Works, and later
added another level of reward.

Ferdinand Verbiest may also have been the inventor of
the automobile, a steam-powered mechanical device, a five-
wheeled steam car mounted on a horse-drawn cart, made
in Beijing in 1672. The car was only 60cm in length and
served as a toy for Emperor Kangxi. This toy locomotive
should have been the first attempt at steam-powered
transportation in history, except that there is no way to
verify whether the experiment was ultimately successful.

Ferdinand Verbiest died in Beijing on January 28,
1688, at the age of 65. During his time in China, Ferdinand
Verbiest was associated with three of the most important
events of the Kangxi dynasty - the pacification of the
three clans, the unification of Taiwan and the signing of
the Treaty of Nerchinsk®” between Russia and China. As a
result, Emperor Kangxi gave him the posthumous title of
"Qinmin." Among the "foreign officials" who died in China
during the Ming and Qing dynasties, Ferdinand Verbiest
was the only one who received a posthumous title from the
emperor.

One of Ferdinand Verbiest's successors was also
a Belgian Jesuit named Antoine Thomas (1644-1709),
who was born in Namur, Flanders in 1644. He joined the
Jesuits in 1660 and studied mathematics and astronomy
before coming to China. In 1677, he asked for coming to
China to do missionary work. He arrived in Macau in 1682
and entered the capital in 1685 on the recommendation
of Ferdinand Verbiest. After Ferdinand Verbiest's death,
Antoine Thomas assisted Philippus Maria Grimaldi (1639-
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The bronze statue of Ferdinand Verbiest
by Pittem Cathedral in his hometown



WS, 30 B Bh b SO X1 I 4 T4 . b
1692 4F Jl A2 (i J3 B8 2 a7 i A T S5 25 S (R Ao iff K
FHAEPE A R, AP EE S AIEE ) .
U FE A AT , 2 Fh e P BB % m
LM, XM — TR R R, R
fﬁﬁ$@—ﬁkﬁkﬁ,hmF%£%ﬁLf“ﬂu
2T ) A R RAE (AR BRI R A R AR S
PR, ZPEIE . BERERE, XK BRI,

H A SN0 )2 BRI BBOR . HAURAE
R SRR R B R o B, 1 MBS H E
AR B TOUAETIT S0 Ok eV o R R L i [T SRR IO o
ERBEEE, EARZ N ChEEES T ¢, 5
SRS ATEN R EL A, Uifh “RAMNTEF Lt T

AN CER, ME5ALE, FEEET
SACRERI TSN A E R T 2,
BIE R R ZEM IR

Tombstone of Ferdinand Verbiest. He
is buried with Matteo Ricci and Johann
Adam Schall von Bell in the missionary
cemetery of Tenggong Zhalan, outside
Fuchengmen in present-day Beijing.
Photo from Tianjin Museum of Modern
History

1712) in managing the work of the Qin Tian Jian, and was
appointed as its deputy Supervisor. Later, he also served
twice as the attendant of Emperor Kangxi, escorting him
on his domestic tours. He also assisted in the work of
drawing the plan of the Beijing area. In 1692, he succeeded
in getting Emperor Kangxi to issue the Edict of Toleration
(i.e., to allow the free spread of Catholicism in China and to
allow the Chinese people to be baptized into Christianity).
It should be said that the promulgation of the Edict of
Tolerance was the road paved with the help of Ferdinand
Verbiest and completed by Antoine Thomas. It was also
the greatest tribute to his life's work. In turn, Catholicism
grew rapidly in China. However, the Holy See's later stricter
attitude on the "Chinese Rites Controversy" led Emperor
Kangxi to restrict Catholicism again. During the reign of
Emperors Yongzheng and Qianlong, Catholicism became
more and more strictly prohibited.

The effect of the missionary policy initiated by Matteo
Ricci, which took the upper elite route, reached its peak in
the relationship between Ferdinand Verbiest and Emperor
Kangxi, and gradually lost its effect as China reached the
peak of feudal centralization. Emperor Kangxi was certainly
a historically wise monarch, known in the West as "Louis
XIV of China."” The Jesuit missionaries said of Emperor
Kangxi that he was "one of those extraordinary men one
sees only in many centuries, who put no limits on his
knowledge, and who never had such a love of science and
art among all the monarchs of Asia." He also ordered Father
Dominique Parrenin, a Jesuit, to lead a team of Chinese
officials, painters, plate makers, etc. They spent five years
translating an anatomical work and a medical encyclopedia
into Tatar (i.e., Manchu language) to supplement the
knowledge of Chinese medicine and to instruct surgeons
in surgery. Kangxi even "personally revised the words
and embellished the writing,” "but did not change the
theoretical basis."” From this account, we can easily see
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that Emperor Kangxi treated Western science in what Mr.
Lu Xun later called "Give Me" doctrine, reflecting the
importance he attached to learning the advanced technology
and experience of the West. From another perspective,
Kangxi ordered missionaries to translate medical works into
Manchu rather than Chinese, because the Manchus always
felt inferior and foreign when compared to the thousands of
years of Chinese civilization. Since Western missionaries
and Manchus were both from far away, Manchu rulers could
learn from Western science and technology to make up and
improve its cultural deficiencies vis-a-vis the Han Chinese
and to solidify its rule over the empire. For this reason,
Emperor Kangxi only allowed missionaries or technicians
with certain specialties to serve the court, but did not allow
them to go around China preaching and spreading scientific
knowledge. Later scholars evaluated the limited contribution
of Jesuits such as Ferdinand Verbiest to the development
of science and technology in China and noted that one
should not forget the influence of the narrow-minded and
conservative policy of the rulers of the late Ming and early
Qing dynasties.
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Introducing the Teachings of Confucius to
Europe - Philippe Couplet and His Assistant
Shen Fuzong

Philippe Couplet (1623-1693), a Jesuit priest and
renowned sinologist, made an outstanding contribution
to the cultural exchange between East and West. As a
bridge builder, he not only imported Western religion
and philosophy into China through his writings, but more
importantly, he systematically introduced Chinese culture to
Europe.

Philippe Couplet was born in Mechlin, near Antwerp,
in 1623. He studied at the local Jesuit school from an early
age, including classical literature, grammar, rhetoric, ethics,
natural philosophy, metaphysics, scholastic theology,
positive theology, and the Bible, and was awarded the prize
for outstanding student of the year during his studies there.
At the age of 17, he became a Jesuits novice. From 1642
to 1644, Couplet entered the University of Leuven to study
philosophy. After graduation, he taught Greek and Pedagogy
in the Jesuit school.” In 1651, he returned to Catholic
University of Leuven to study theology for two years, and
in 1654, under the influence of Martin Martini, a missionary
who had just returned from China, Couplet applied to go to
China and was ordained to the priesthood at the same time as
Ferdinand Verbiest”. In 1656, he left for China with Michel
Borm, a missionary, and after three years of hardships, he
arrived in Macao in 1659 at the age of 35. Among the eight
people in the group, five died on their way.

During his stay in China, Couplet studied Chinese
arduously, became familiar with Chinese culture, and
studied Confucianism intensively in order to integrate
Catholic doctrine into it. He took a Chinese name, Bo
Yingli, according to the custom of the missionaries to
China, and was known by the courtesy name Xinwei. He
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respected Chinese culture and customs and dressed in
Chinese clothes. Following the example of Matteo Ricci,
he made friends with Chinese scholars through whom he
introduced Western philosophical ideas and expanded the
influence of Catholicism in China. During the period for
more than 20 years between his departure from Macau for
mainland China in 1660 and his return to Europe in 1681, he
moved from province to province in the south and preached.
He had a wide range of contacts and missions.

Couplet firmly defended Matteo Ricci's missionary
method in China and developed his teaching according to
the actual situation in China. For missionary purposes, he
wrote a number of religious works in Chinese. In 1675,
Couplet published in Beijing the Catholic doctrine 57 Mo
Zhen Lun (The Four Last Truths) and 77an Zhu Sheng Jiao
Bai Wen Da (The Hundred Questions and Answers of the
Holy Catholic Church). These two books demonstrated
his high level of Chinese language proficiency and
systematically introduced Catholic doctrine and rituals,
which played an important role in promoting Catholicism.
Especially the latter has been printed repeatedly, and among
Chinese Catholic books, few have been distributed and
printed more often than this book.

In 1681, Couplet was sent back to Europe by the Jesuit
Mission to China to report to the Pope in Rome on his
missionary work in China. He also presented more than 400
volumes of Chinese documents compiled and translated by
missionaries in China, which were included in the Vatican
Library and became an early part of its Chinese collection.
In Europe, he also introduced the Chinese diocese before
King Louis XIV of France, the King of England, the Pope
and renowned scholars, and praised Chinese culture.

In the decade from 1682 to 1692, Couplet published
various Latin works on China and its culture in Europe. In
1686 he published the 7abula Chronologica Monarchiae
Sinica, a fundamental contribution to the Western
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understanding of Chinese history. Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz, a German thinker, said that it "is a valuable work,"
which made Europeans accept the fact that the earliest
Chinese like Fuxi (one of the earliest legendary rulers) and
Huangdi (one of the Five Emperors in the ancient Chinese
legendary) lived prior to the Great Flood in the Bible.” The
book Confucius Sinarum Philosophus, which was translated
and edited by 17 Jesuits, such as Philippe Couplet, Prospero
Intorcetta, Francois de Rougemont and Manuel Henrique,
was published in Paris in 1687. It introduced Confucian
classics 7The Analects of Confucius, The Doctrine of the

Mean, The Creat Learning to the Europeans.” Previous
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Conlfucius Sinarum Philosophus has a dedication
to King Louis XIV of France and a portrait of
Confucius printed at the beginning of the book.
He praised Confucius in the dedication: "The
morality of this thinker is immensely great, yet
simple and sensitive. The rational thinking ability
drawn from heaven, without the will of God, has
become so powerful and rich." The publication
of this book had a great impact on the European
cultural circle and its influence lasted until the
18th century. The French thinker Voltaire and
German thinker Leibniz both explicitly mentions
in their works that they had read this book and
were influenced by Confucian thought

i
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missionaries such as Matteo Ricci, Michele Ruggieri and
Alvaro Semedohad introduced Chinese Confucian writings
to Europe, but most of them were rather fragmentary and
unsystematic. This book was the first and most complete
introduction to Confucius and his ideas Confucianism in
Europe, and was highly valued and highly esteemed by
the mainstream Western academia at that time. Famous
scholars such as Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Voltaire, and
Montesquieu all came to a high opinion of Chinese culture
by reading this book. Therefore, it is of great significance in
the history of Chinese studies in Europe and the history of
cultural exchanges between China and the West. In addition,
in 1686, Couplet published Clavis Medica, the first book
that systematically introduced Chinese medicine to Europe,
which shows that Couplet had also made contributions to
the western transmission of Chinese medicine.

When Couplet returned to Europe, he brought with him
a young Chinese convert, Shen Fuzong. Shen Fuzong, born
in 1657 in Nanjing during the reign of Emperors Shunzhi
and Kangxi, became a Catholic and became acquainted
with Couplet. After they arrived in Europe in 1682, Shen
Fuzong was arranged by Couplet to study at the Lisbon
Junior College in Portugal, where his teacher gave him the
Portuguese name of Michel Alphonsius. While in England
and France, he was called Michel Chen or Michel Tchin Fo-
Tsung. There are also documents directly call his Chinese
name Shin Fo-Cung. The two-year program included
courses in Latin, Portuguese, theology, and philosophy.”
Shen thus became the first Chinese student to come to Europe
in the 17th century. When Couplet went to the Holy See,
the Pope, hearing that a Chinese convert was accompanying
Couplet to Europe, summoned Shen to see him. Shen
then furthered his studies in Rome and participated in the
translation of Chinese classics, specifically the proofreading
of The Analects of Confucius. These translations were later
published in Latin in 1711.
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Portrait of Shen Fuzong, drawn by German painter Godfrey
Kueller in 1687. British Royal collection

In 1684, Couplet and Shen were invited to visit France
and were received in Paris by King Louis XIV (le Grand
Monaque, 1638-1715). Shen Fuzong was the first Chinese to
be received by Louis XIV, and he made a great impression
on the French king with his quick response, excellent Latin
and dignified manner of speech. This visit became a widely
told story for a while and he captivated the Paris newspaper.
In the presence of Louis XIV, he showed a statue of the saint
Confucius and performed calligraphy with a brush. He
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also showed the king the use of chopsticks at the banquet,
skillfully explaining them in Latin and demonstrating them
to the king, who imitated them carefully and learned how to
use them, much to his delight. In time, the use of Chinese
cutlery became a fashion among French princes, nobles
and socialites. They were eager to see this erudite Chinese
scholar, who was fluent in Latin, a language common
in European high society and academia at that time, and
welcomed him with appreciation.™

This erudite, elegant and polite Chinese scholar, Shen
Fuzong, set off a craze for the search for Chinese knowledge
in the countries he visited. Reports at the time praised
Chinese for having 80,000 words that took thirty years to
master, showing the Chinese people's strong memory and
rich imagination, and said that there were many schools
and almshouses in China and no beggars in sight. In answer
to the questions, Shen introduced the Chinese education
system and the lectures of the academies around the country,
as well as the method of selecting the best talents to work
in the government administration through the examinations
held by the state at all levels, which was refreshing to the
French. Through Shen's introduction, Westerners gained
some real understanding of the East, though some of which
were still naive or even wrong. To this day, the Bibliotheque
Nationale Paris still has a print of Shen Fuzong wearing
a sarong hat and a braid, with a written description of the
banquet.”™

In 1685, Shen Fuzong left France and was invited to
visit England, where he was received by King James II.
Afterwards, Shen Fuzong was invited by the sinologist
Thomas Hyde to Oxford University to do research with
other orientalists, helping him to complete his Epistola
de Mensuris et Ponderibus Serum seu Sinensium, a Latin
monograph published in Oxford in 1688. He also had
many contacts with Robert Hooke, the famous physicist
and astronomer of the Royal Academy of Sciences, which
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enabled the traditional Chinese scientific culture to find
some kind of rendezvous point with modern science. ™

In a work published in Latin in 1694, Hyde mentioned
Shen Fuzong, "I have learned much about China from Shen
Fuzong, a Chinese from Nanjing, who was brought from
China by Father Couplet. And in recent years he has been
traveling in Europe with the same Jesuit, and compiling
the Paris edition of Chinese philosophical works. This
young man, now thirty years old, has a good nature and is
extremely diligent in his studies. He is polite and warm,
well educated in Chinese culture and philosophy, and has
read many books written in Chinese, while he was already
one of the few who knew Latin when he was in China."™

During their ten-year stay in Europe, Couplet and
Shen made indelible contributions to the East-West
communication and exchange in the fields of science,
philosophy and culture. As a result of their efforts,
Orientalism, which can be called one of the scientific
disciplines, was created in Europe in the 17th century. Its
influence lasted until the 18th century, providing spiritual
food for the Encyclopaedists.

In Chapter 143 of Essai sur les Moeurs et I'Esprit
des Nations (Paris, 1756), the French thinker Voltaire
(1694-1778) wrote "The European princes and merchants
found the East, seeking only wealth; but the philosophers
found there a whole new world of spirituality." He said:
"The Chinese have a complete morality, above all other
sciences." He called L orphelin de la Chine (1755), based
on the French translation of the Yuan dynasty opera 7he
Orphan of Zhao (1735), a tragedy in five acts based on
the moral teachings of Confucius. By celebrating Chinese
Confucianism, he expressed his opposition to the brutal rule
of European monarchs under the theocracy and his ideal of
a rational, moral and enlightened political system.™

In a letter of 1687, the German thinker of the same
period, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716), said that



1646—1716) 1687 FF-4E—FH{F i, b 44
O “ASEEBE R FZ AT WEE"
1679 A IR (B E S #Hie )Y (Novissima Sinica
IR RRC
WACTA 8 TR, PUJ5 ASRBleEdat &, (AT
SEHTE R PR L P,

R BT 2= K LA L R ], Ul B LA AN ) S
], EARH G TR AR —E 2,
H [ AT 2 0 480 g S = A A RO N A HES A (2248
HETF “CRIK” ARG H T A R, 7
RN L2 T HAS, BRI S Ho s ol s 2
ZRFFRENATHLE o 76 RIS AT b, BRI GE M
RBACEA T EMB AME, [EARZE IR
LA K B2 iR BAE R S A R, LA TRk B TR
E/J}_EJLAO

UARSEAE S R A PARE IS, IR B)E E SN EEE R,
SRJF N —ite 25 LRI T — B a) . 5 il EURI B R TR
fr 22, AR A AR 1 T 1692 4 N5 AR far 2 B
SRR, WEKPOER N EARNPEIRE R, DR ook Yen,
ZARPIAR M EE R L 5E (Mozambique ) B i A i,
AR 35 %, 1693 4F, MRAT 2RI IRy, A B
FEREE I b SRR b oSk, ETTHE, 24 70 4

AN, A LRI, TR KB
Jo, AR R P Sk AR Ao T Dk
1624—1676) , 4
T L) i 5 B R g 4 (Maestricht ) (%) 5 558, 1641
AEANHRBRZ:, 1659 Aok, WIR A E N AE 2L, BR
FOMES ] — 2T A, — BRI A, RICE VLR

Leibniz,

Historiam Nostril Temporis Hllustratura )

£ Hy# ( Francois de Rougemont,

he had carefully read "the works of Confucius, the king
of philosophy, published this year in Paris."” In 1679 he
published Novissima Sinica Historiam Nostril Temporis
Illustratura, arguing that the cultural exchange between
China and Europe was beneficial to both sides and that
Western natural science surpassed China, but Chinese
philosophy and moral governance were superior to the
West. By advocating Confucian moral philosophy, Leibniz
intended to express his dissatisfaction with the divided and
warring lordships of Germany and hoped that an enlightened
monarch like Emperor Kangxi would put an end to this state
of affairs.”

European philosophers used the example of China to
show that human beings have different ideas which were not
bestowed by God. There are no set social institutions, and
that the long history recorded in Chinese chronicles makes
the original European projections of the date of the "Great
Flood" and the origin of mankind in the Bib/e no longer
Europeans thus learned to reflect on themselves,
and the idea that Europe was the center of the world was no
longer believed. In an ethnically diverse world, Europeans
gradually found themselves less confident than the Chinese,
but soon the conquest and colonization that followed the
geographic discoveries allowed them to rediscover their

tenable.”

sense of power.

After living in England for two years, Shen Fuzong
returned to France to reunite with Philippe Couplet, and
then went to Belgium together. Finally, they left from
Belgium for the Netherlands, waiting for the merchant
ships to return to China. In 1692, the two of them sailed on
a Dutch merchant ship and went south along the Atlantic
Ocean to the west coast of Africa, when Shen suddenly fell
ill and died near Mozambique in southeast Africa at the age
of 35. Afterwards, when the ship was traveling near Goa,
India, Couplet was hit in the head by a cargo crate on board
during a storm and died of serious injuries at the age of 70.
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In addition, there were some other Belgian missionaries,
mostly obscure, who also contributed to the cultural
exchange between China and the West.

Francois de Rougemont (1624-1676) was born in
Maestricht, Belgium, into a distinguished family. He joined
the Society of Jesus in 1641 and came to China in 1659,
where he was sent to preach in the interior of China until
his death. He is the author of Sheng Jiao Yao Li (The
Essentials of Sacred Christianity), 7ong Shi Bian (The
Companion to the World), Yao Li Liu Duan (The Six Ends
of the Essentials), 7ong Su Sheng Ge Ji (A Collection of
Popular Hymns), and Da Da Zhong Guo Xin Shi (A New
History of Tartar China), and participates in the translation
of Confucius Sinarum Philosophus.

Albert d'Orville (1622-1662), born in Brussels, went
to China in 1657 and was sent by the Jesuits from Xi'an in
1661 to try to open a land route to Rome to avoid the long
voyage around the Cape of Good Hope. It took him several
months to travel through Tibet and over the mountains to
Nepal, where he unfortunately died on the way.

Francois Noel (1651-1729) was born in Hestrud,
Belgium. He joined the Jesuits in 1670, set out from Lisbon
in 1684 to preach in the East, and entered the mainland in
1687, preaching mainly in the areas of Jiangnan, Huai'an
and Jiangxi. In 1702, he was sent by Jesuit to Europe to
defend himself because of the Rites Controversy, and later
returned to Macau. He returned to Europe again in 1708
and published in Prague the Six Chinese Classics and the
Chinese Philosophy to defend the Chinese liturgy. He died
in Lille in 1729.

Philippe Cazier (1677-1722), born in Menen, arrived
in China in 1714. He spent eight years caring for leprosy
patients near Guangzhou. He eventually became ill with
leprosy and died in 1722.
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Belgium's "East India Company" - Ostend

In the 17th century, the Netherlands and Great Britain
were the two largest maritime trading powers in the world.
In the 18th century, the southern Netherland (today's
Belgium) was competing for a share of foreign trade in
order to develop its economy. In December 1722, a trading
company with capital mainly from the wealthy merchants of
Ghent and Antwerp was officially founded in the Northwest
North Sea coastal port of Ostend. The shareholders
also included British, Dutch, French and other Flemish
merchants and bankers.

The Ostend East India Company opened a new route
to the ports of Guinea, Yemen, India, and Bengal, ending
at Guangzhou, China. The company's ships became
increasingly well-equipped, and between 1724 and
1732 most of the company's 21 ships sailed regularly to
Guangzhou. One of the company's largest shareholders,
Joannes Jacobus Moretus, was the manager of a printing
house in Antwerp that financed the Ostend East India
Company's expeditions. Another important investor was
Amsterdam banker Paulo Jacomo Cloots, originally from
Antwerp. Cloots sponsored voyages to Guangzhou and
obtained formal authorization from Emperor Kangxi to
trade with China, eventually establishing his own trading
house on the banks of the Pearl River in Guangzhou.”

There are many records of Flemish merchants
travelling between Ostend and the Far East in the archives
and journals relating to Ostend East India Company's
trade with the East. For example, between 1723 and 1724,
Joannes De Clerck sailed as first coxswain on the Marquis
de Pri¢ from Ostend to China. Soon after, he was promoted
to captain of the Keyzerinne, bound for Guangzhou, and
on the last voyage of the Ostend Company to China in
1732, he served as captain of the Hertogh van Lorreyn (the
Duke of Lorraine). Another Flemish, Guillielmo Philippe
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de Brouwer, made his first voyage to Guangzhou on the
Keyzerine, captained by Captain de Clare. In 1727, de
Brouwer was promoted to captain of the Marquis de Pury
and took charge of the Guangzhou route. Henri-Charles
Gyselinck, a Flemish merchant, sailed from Ghent to China
on the Saint Joseph during 1723 to 1724, also destined for
Guangzhou. His impressions of Guangzhou were recorded
in a report he wrote and in a watercolor painting of Humen
at the mouth of the Pearl River. Gyselinck described the
surroundings as "the most beautiful landscape ever seen"”.

After the opening of the Ostend East India Company,
the ocean-going trade goods involved mainly silk, tea and
porcelain. Especially in the tea trade, it quickly seized
more market share than the Dutch East India Company and
profited handsomely. This seriously threatened the interests
of the old East India Company (i.e., the Dutch, British
and French East India Companies), who regarded it as an
unwelcome intruder and united to protest to the Austrian
branch of the Habsburg family, the rulers of the Belgian
region at that time. In 1727, the Ostend East India Company
was banned from trading with India. However, the Company
did not close down completely - they switched to investing
in other trading companies from countries such as Prussia
and Sweden. The company existed until 1793.”

Making money is to spend money. Due to the
development of trade with China, more and more Chinese
goods entered Europe, making a strong "Chinese wind" in
modern Europe. Among the goods of the ocean trade, the
most profitable ones were of course the luxury goods. The
influx of Chinese silk, porcelain, and lacquer ware triggered
the pursuit of European royalty, nobility, and wealthy
merchants, and the elegant and exotic style brought far-
reaching effects to many aspects of Western society. This
"Chinese style" began in the 17th century, reached its peak
of popularity in the mid-18th century, and faded after the
19th century. This style is often found in interior furnishing
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Scene of merchant ships moored near the Pearl River Estuary in
Guangzhou. Painting on glass, Chinese school, 1786
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and decorative arts, and has also influenced architecture and
the plastic arts.

During the Kangxi and Yongzheng periods of the
Qing dynasty, the trade between the Ostend East India
Company and China introduced Chinese frescoes, porcelain
and other goods to the Low Countries as well. In the eyes
of the Europeans at that time, China, which could produce
these fine wares, was supposed to be the most desirable
country in the world. Yearning and curiosity about China
and Chinese culture abound. In an era without photography,
paintings were undoubtedly the most visual option to show
Chinese culture, customs, mountains and scenery. If these
paintings could be put directly on the wall as the interior
decoration of the house, it would undoubtedly be the most
effective way of showing off wealth. Flanders has the
highest concentration of such fresco decoration, and at least
five houses in Ghent have survived. A company manuscript
described Qing dynasty wallpapers as "pieces de Pecquin
blanc orné de figures peintes" ™.

In Brussels, Belgium, there are two Chinese temple
(together with an octagonal pavilion) with a history of
more than 100 years, which were designed and built by a
group of Chinese workers in order to attract the audience
during the Paris Universal Exhibition in 1900. At the time,
the "Chinese style" had faded in Europe. But after seeing
the two buildings, King Leopold II of Belgium was so
impressed that he bought and moved them to Royal Palace
of Laeken, making them the exclusive property of the
Belgian royal family. When it was opened to the public in
1913, the Chinese pavilion and other buildings had been
transferred to the Belgian National Museum of Commerce,
where a large number of famous Chinese works of art, such
as porcelain and silk, were displayed. The pavilion is still
open to the public as a museum.

Foreign trade was supposed to be mutually beneficial,
but rulers, unlike merchants, sometimes considered things
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One of main shareholders in the Compagnie Impériale des Indes was Jean-Baptiste Depestre, a Brussels entrepreneur whose
daughter Jeanne Agnes had married the French Nobleman Hector Falligan, Lord of Aubuisson. Falligan restored a late medieval
building on the Kouter in Ghent, transforming it into the Hotel Falligan. In this mansion, which still can be visited today, one of
the rooms is furnished in an oriental style, decorated with Chinese ornamentation. The photo is in the 39th page of A Belgian
Passage to China ( 1879-1930) ( Sterck & De Vreese, 2020 )
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The d'Ursel Castle in the
village of Hingene, in the
south-western corner of the
province of Antwerp. In the
course of the 18th century,
the d'Ursel family invested
considerable time, effort and
money in renovating and
redecorating their castle,
several rooms of which were
adorned with elegant and
original Chinese wallpaper
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for more than just profit. From the 15th to the 17th century,
China was constantly attacked by invaders. Although the
Mongol empire was destroyed and the Ming dynasty was
established, China had to guard itself against Mongol
harassment from the north, and Emperor Zhu Di moved the
capital from Nanjing to Beijing in the name of "the Son of
Heaven guarding the gates of the country”. With its focus
on land-based enemies in the north, the central government
could only give minor attention to the few European
merchant ships that arrived at China's southern frontier
ports, and therefore took the least troublesome solution for
itself, which was to issue the sea ban. The Ming dynasty
was then continually struck down by internal peasant revolts
and the emerging Manchus, to the point where it was finally
defeated and China once again changed dynasties. The new
rulers of the Qing dynasty, who had taken over China as
minority, were always uneasy deep down. Not only were
they wary of the Han revolt, but they also refused to trade
with the Westerners for fear that they would join forces with
the Han against them.

In 1757, Emperor Qianlong issued an edict that only
the Guangdong Customs would be left open for foreign
trade, and that foreign merchants could not do business
directly, but only through agents. The Qing government
appointed thirteen firms (intermediaries, middlemen
who earned the difference) in Guangzhou to specialize
in foreign trade, called the "Thirteen Hongs" (i.e., the
monopoly institutions established by the Qing government
to specialize in foreign trade). Until the Opium War, these
foreign trade houses had exclusive control over China's
foreign trade for 85 years. Relying on its monopoly, the
Thirteen Hongs in Guangzhou brought huge income to
the merchants there. The four major merchants, Pan,
Wu, Lu and Ye, were known as the "four richest men in
Guangzhou," whose combined wealth was more than the
state treasury at the time.
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The China Temple in Brussels with the China Pavilion FE# (1800—1802) SARNE, NRAENREEREHE )
The Chinese Tower (1800-1802) Drawings of the Chinese Pagoda (1780-
in the Boekenberg Park near 1792, at Schoonenberg Castle, now the
Antwerp Royal Park at Laeken)
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Portraits on the "carved beams" of the Chinese pavilion. From left: B
Philippe Couplet, Confucius, Li Hongzhang, and Ferdinand Verbiest W E# B HAE LT\ T 2010 £

Above color photos were taken by Ms. Hang Ying in 2010
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However, it was not so pleasant for the foreign
merchants who came from far and wide to deal with the
Chinese merchants. First of all, all the rules of trade had
to be set by these middlemen and they made huge profits.
Foreign ships had to pay a lot of fees and various variable
tariffs to enter and leave the inner river of Guangzhou,
which were often four times higher than the approved rate
of the published tax rules. In addition, for those foreigners
doing business in China, the Qing government also
established various harsh regulations. For example, women
were not allowed in the business amenities; foreigners were
not allowed to take sedan chairs and must walk on foot;
foreigners were not allowed to submit request directly to the
government and must go through the middlemen; foreigners
were not allowed to stay in Guangzhou after the trading
” The biggest
problem faced by foreign merchants in China was actually

season and must return home or go to Macao.

the failure to make money. They bought a lot of tea and
silk in China, and there was no market for the goods they
brought, except for a few luxury items such as clocks and
watches that could be sold to the rich Chinese. However,
they soon found a lucrative alternative commodity - opium.
The Dutch and Portuguese were the first to import opium
into China, and the British East India Company later
monopolized this lucrative trade for itself. Later, with the
advent of the coal and iron age of the Industrial Revolution,
Belgian merchants found a more ethical and profitable trade -
the railroad.
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Chapter 2: Interactions Led by the Locomotive
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Industrial Revolution and National
Independence

In the 300 years between 1500 and 1800 AD,
Western Europe changed dramatically and the prelude
to modern history had henceforth begun. The opening
of new transportation routes gradually turned the world
into a unified marketplace. The growing population of
northwestern Europe expanded consumer demand, and
many new technologies were invented with a fast speed.
Based on these changes, Western Europe has made a real
leap forward.

In the middle of the 18th century, Belgium went
through a decisive phase in its industrial development. With
the development of the economy, its coal and smelting
industries had developed rapidly, and industries had
shifted from handicraft workshops scattered in rural areas
to centralized cities. The scale of enterprises continued to
expand, gradually transitioning to major factories. New
types of steam engines were popularized in the 18th century,
leading to a significant increase in production capacity. The
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earliest used Newcomen steam pumping engine' appeared
in 1720 in a coal mining enterprise on the banks of the
Jemeppe-sur-Meuse River.” Fueled with confidence in the
future of industry, capitalists and aristocrats were keen to
invest in industry, and money started flowing in.

The application of new technologies was not only in
industry, but also in agriculture. During this period, Belgium
adopted a new type of plow and also introduced a new
agricultural variety, the potato, which led to a remarkable
boom in agriculture, providing food to a larger population.
In the first half of the 18th century, the population of the
provinces of Brabant and Antwerp grew by 20%, while
between 1755 and 1784, it grew by 39%. With a total
population of about 2.5 million, the Belgian region was the
most densely populated in Europe.’ The growing population
provided a large amount of cheap labor for factories.

The development of industry cannot be achieved
without transportation. The local governments were
committed to developing transportation and worked to open
up a network of roads and canals. In less than 100 years,
2,850 kilometers of roads were paved in the Belgian regions.
Canals were also dug from Malines (or Mechelen) to
Louvain to connect with the Scheldt River basin, creating a
network of canals. These roads and canals were intertwined,
linking the western seaports of Ostende and Bruges with the
inland ports of Ghent and Mechelen, creating a vast axis of
goods transit.’

Economic independence and political independence
almost always go hand in hand. An economically
prosperous and affluent Belgium finally gained political
independence from the domination of those great empires.
Even its former blood brother, the Netherlands, parted
ways with Belgium because of their different path of
development. The period from the 16th century to the
outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789 was a period in
the history of Europe's transition from absolute monarchy
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A coal mine in Liege province in the
middle of 19 century
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A woolen mill in Liége province in the middle of 19 century
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Small-scale coal mines established in 1824 in Helstow, Belgium.
Taken circa in middle of 19 century
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to the modern nation-state. During this period, commercial
capitalism also developed further in the Netherland
and in the broader Western Europe. Globalization and
modernization driven by the capitalist mode of production
broke down feudal fragmentation, unified the market, and
gave birth to modern nationalism, thus establishing a unified
nation-state. At the same time, the Catholic-Protestant
rivalry of this period divided the Netherland. According to
Max Weber, the Protestant ethic and a certain psychological
drive hidden behind the development of capitalism (i.e.,
the spirit of capitalism) were compatible with each other
and existed in a mutually generative relationship, so that
Protestantism prevailed in the more developed capitalist
north, while Catholicism prevailed in the south. By the
time the bourgeois revolution broke out in France in 1789,
the "Brabant Revolution" and the "Li¢ge Revolution"
of a bourgeois revolutionary nature had also broken out
in the territory of what is now Belgium, which was then
incorporated into France. In 1830, the bourgeoisie, which
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Locomotive "Le Belge" 1835 on the stamp

had become increasingly industrialized and powerful,
demanded political reforms, and Belgium was finally
established as an independent state.

After independence, the new visionary government
decided to seize the opportunity to build a railroad network
throughout the country to replace the waterways on the
canals in order to stimulate the weakened economy after
more than 10 years of political turmoil and economic
AR depression. In 1834, the Belgian government approved
the construction of a massive railroad from the industrial
center of Mons to the port of Antwerp at a cost of about 150
million Belgian francs. The newly crowned King Leopold
I actively supported and sponsored this project. He wanted
to gain control of the state and parliament through control
of the railroad, and to gain more power in the constitutional
monarchy. Considering that the railroads would be a major
source of revenue and the need for a complete network,

the Belgian government did not leave the construction

1835 iy “LLFIAY” S NEKERM ARG EE—WAANEL

Le Belge ("The Belgian", 1835) was the first steam locomotive of the railroads to the private sector, as Britain had done.
built in continental Europe Instead, the government led the planning and design of the
railroad system and used private sector funds to prevent the
monopoly of the big banks on the railroads. This approach
was subsequently followed by other countries.

In 1835, the section of the line from Brussels to
Mechelen was completed. This was the first steam

I _EFERISRIR ( Source ) : http://www.railwaywonderoftheworld.com. locomotive passenger railroad on the European continent.”
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Belgian National railway system. Taken circa in the
early of 20 century

The completion of another railroad line from Liége to
Ostend marked the beginning of the development of the
Belgian railroad system. 1836 saw the extension of the
railroad to Antwerp, and in 1843 the completion of two
main lines crossing north-south and east-west. By 1900,
the density of Belgian railroads had reached 170 meters
per square kilometer, much higher than the density levels
of 103 meters per square kilometer in England, 79 meters
per square kilometer in Germany and 70 meters per square
kilometer in France during the same period. As a result,
Belgium became the second country in Europe and the first

NE: TUWEGHEESEER, EETANEENRIKE—HHMEETE

PR B — B 7 mIERIGHT ( Brussels-Mechelen ) . 1835 4 on the continent to build railroads and was the first to form a
5 F 5 Bt S TiX KRMEAIBZE AL, X2 EUM KPR SE — Rk national railroad network. To this day, Belgium still has the
The train: a major player in the industrial revolution. King Leopold I, soon most extensive railroad network in the world.’

after his accession to the throne, sponsored the construction of the first
Belgian railroad (between Brussels and Mechelen), which he inaugurated .
on May 5, 1835. It was the first railroad in continental Europe to the development of industry and commerce. Although

The construction of the railroads gave a further impetus
the first section of this master plan was only laid in 1835,

the Belgian economy had recovered from recession and
KL% #I5EIRE ( Source) : http://www.railwaywonderoftheworld.com. made rapid progress between 1834 and 1838. From 1848
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to 1884, a large number of joint-stock companies were
established. In 1834, the nominal value of shares issued by
all Belgian companies amounted to 37 million, and in 1836,
to 145 million.” From 1848 to 1884, Belgium experienced a
decisive development in industrialization and rapidly rose to
become a capitalist power. The steam engine's exert horse-
power increased from 48,000 in 1845 to 781,000 in 1885.%
Many factors contributed to Belgium's rise to an industrial
power. In addition to the long tradition of handicrafts,
the industrial revolution, abundance of cheap labor and
abundant coal and iron resources, the "General Company"
established by King Willem also played a significant role in
the economic development.

1835—1913 F 1T L R AT E Kk ik LI A ZE L
“LEFIE” SREAMRE—HEITHONESL, 4150, 50
AEKRH “HBRE" S, WHINREE 2300 55

Locomotive in the Belgian State Railways in 1835 - 1913.

"Le Belge", the first locomotive to run in that country, which
developed 41 horse-power, standing beside the monster
"Flamme Pacific", which exerts 2,300 horse-power

LB % #I5EIR ( Source) : http://www.railwaywondersoftheworld.
com/locomotive-giants4.html.
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Leopold | (Full name: Leopold Georg
Christian Friedrich) was born on
December 16, 1790 and died on
December 10, 1865. He reigned between
July 21, 1831 and December 10, 1865.
He was born in Coburg, Germany,
known as the Duke of Sachsen Coburg
Saalfeld. On July 21, 1831, he became
the first King of Belgium. King Leopold Il
of Belgium and Queen Mary Charlotte of
Mexico are his son and daughter. Drawn
in 1840
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Chairman of the Company - King Leopold
and His Son

After its independence, Belgium became a
constitutional monarchy. Parliament and the cabinet were
where the real power resided, but King Leopold and his son
were not willing to give up their influence. They not only
used their position as monarchs, but also used the company
they held to lobby the government to invest in their
favored economic development projects. This company is
the "General Company", whose chairman and the largest
shareholder are the king himself.

This company, formerly known as the General
Company of the Netherlands for National Industry, was
founded on December 16, 1822 by King Willem I of
the Netherlands to develop the economy of the southern
Netherlands (i.e., Belgium). Though named as a company,
it played an important role of credit investment, hence
known as the world's first investment bank. Unlike the
Dutch commercial trade and fishing economy, industry
and agriculture were already well developed in Belgium at
that time. Willem I especially focused on industry, making
industrial loans through the "General Company", which
made Belgium's coal and iron, textile and other industries
second to none in the European continent.

After Belgium's independence in 1830, Prince Leopold
of the Duchy of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha became the first King
of Belgium, and the company became the property of the
King of Belgium. The company was renamed "Société
Générale pour Favoriser 1'Industrie Nationale" (National
Industrial Development Corporation), or simply Société
Générale de Belgique (Belgian General Company).
Headquartered in Brussels, it was an important source of
capital for Belgium's industrialization, both in terms of
commercial banking and investment in mining, smelting and
manufacturing. Until 1850, it was the only bank in Belgium
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with the right to issue banknotes.

The Belgians proved to be quite discerning in
their choice of kings. Leopold I was a superb diplomat
and political powerhouse. His accession to the throne
was guaranteed by the famous European conglomerate
Rothschild family and the major powers of England, France,
Germany and Austria. Thanks to good personal relations,
the General Company worked closely with the Paris branch
of the Rothschild Bank, carried out lending to the Belgian
government and also launched a series of Belgian mining
companies to be listed on the Paris Exchange. General
Company established many branches in towns and cities in
Belgium, providing services of savings, credit, commercial
paper discounting, and investment banking. In the 33 years
of the mid-19th century, the number of General Company's
customers grew twentytimes. It invested in large projects
such as roads, railroads and canals by taking small deposits
and issuing bank notes. Its core business had been the
construction of the railroad network. From 1835 to 1850, its
revenues increased nearly 15 times. In the 1850s and 1860s,
General Bank became the world's first publicly traded bank.

Long before independence, with the industrial
revolution, Belgian businesses grew in size and the new
bourgeoisie grew. They invested not only in national
factories but also in companies trading abroad, including
both Belgian companies and those from Prussia, Sweden and
other countries. Antwerp's’ capitalists shifted from industrial to
financial capitalism early on. After independence, Leopold
I's General Company flourished, controlling numerous
heavy industrial enterprises both at home and abroad
through the control over banks and insurance companies.

After the death of Leopold I in December 1865, his
eldest son ascended the throne as Leopold II and inherited
the "General Company". In the second half of the 19th
century, most monarchs in Western Europe were forced to
cede most of their power to the electorate, so the Belgian
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King Leopold Il (Full name in French: Léopold Louis Philippe
Marie Victor) was born on April 9, 1835 in Brussels and died
on December 17, 1909. He reigned between December 17,
1865 and December 17, 1909. ... Circa 1900
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parliament and cabinet were the real seat of power. Leopold
and his son, both men of great talent under the old system,
were not willing to be "powerless kings", so they actively
exerted their influence by sponsoring the construction
of railroads, investing in the control of Belgian industry
and coal, etc. They wanted to gain more power from
the Parliament, such as the power to appoint or dissolve
provincial and regional assemblies, and the power to appoint
" However, their attempts
were almost fruitless. Another problem that troubled
Leopold II was the small size of his country, located
between the vast territory of France under Napoleon III and
the rapidly rising Austro-Hungarian Empire, which he called
"Petit pays, petits gens" (French for "small country, small

and dismiss administrative staff.

population")." The search for colonies outside Europe, to
gain the prestige of a monarch and to fill his coffers, became
the focus of Leopold II's reign.

The Belgian parliament and government, while not
conceding anything to the king politically, were like-
minded in the general policy of national development.
After the Industrial Revolution, Belgium's productivity
took a decisive leap forward and its industrial output was
among the highest in the world. However, because of the
low wages of its workers, the small domestic market, and
the production of manufactured and semi-manufactured
goods needed to be exported overseas, foreign trade became
essential.” Even though Belgium was strong in industrial
strength, its military strength was weak. Despite this, its
king and government were not less concerned with overseas
colonial expansion. Before inheriting the throne, Leopold,
as crown prince, traveled abroad to gain experience or to
find countries suitable for Belgium's own colonies. From
1854 to 1865, he went to India, Egypt, and other African
countries along the Mediterranean, and even set his sights
on China. It was when he arrived in Shanghai in 1865 that
he received the news of his father's serious illness and
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immediately returned to Belgium to take over as king.

Later, during the European rush to seize colonies in
Africa and Asia throughout the 19th century, he tried to
purchase Fiji, studied the railroads in Brazil, analyzed the
feasibility of leasing Taiwan province of China, and tried to
buy the Philippines from Spain, all to no avail. Finally, he
took Congo, a territory of about 2 million square kilometers
(76 times the size of Belgium), at the Congress of Berlin
in 1884. In Congo, Leopold II became a dictator with
the power of life and death, and profited enormously. In
1897, he began to invest the profits from Congo in Chinese
railroads. In the feast of imperialist partition of China, he
felt that the country was like the previous "giant African
cake." "This is the backbone of China," he said of the
railroad he hoped to build in China, "If they give me the
route, I can still get some meat off the bones.""” He also
bought (in fact leased in perpetuity) the Belgian concession
in Tianjin in the name of the independent Congolese state.
When Leopold sent a delegation from the Congolese state
(all the delegates were Belgians, of course) to China to
negotiate, Li Hongzhang, who was in charge of foreign
affairs, pretended to be surprised and said, "I thought
Africans were all dark-skinned, aren't they?""
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The Treaty that Started Modern Sino-Belgian
Diplomacy - Treaty of Commerce between
China and Belgium

After Emperor Kangxi, the Qing dynasty began to
be closed, rejecting all the requests for trade made by the
Westerners who kept knocking on the gates. Even the
Catholic priests who used to serve the emperors and were
in charge of the Qin Tian Jian were all expelled from
China by Emperor Yongzheng in 1724. But the closed
door could not stop the powerful western warships and
cannons after the Industrial Revolution. In order to end
the First Opium War, the Qing government was forced to
sign treaties with Britain, namely Sino-British Treaty of
Nanjing (August 29, 1842), Sino-British Treaty of Humen
(October 8, 1843). After that, the Qing government signed
treaties with America and France, respectively, Sino-U.S.
Treaty of Wangxia (July 3, 1844), and Sino-French Treaty
of Huangpu (October 24, 1844). The principles established
by these treaties laid the foundation for future diplomatic
and commercial relations between China and the great
powers. Their main content, besides the cession of land and
reparations as a direct result of the war, was most notably
the opening of the Chinese market to the treaty nations.

Right after the First Opium War, the potential Chinese
market aroused great interest of the Belgian government. Its
foreign minister Felix de Meulenaere wanted to establish
direct contacts with the Qing government and even
wanted to send an expeditionary force to China. In 1841,
Meulenaere sent Augustus Moxhet, the Belgian consul
general in Singapore, to visit southern China in search of
business opportunities. After the signing of the Sino-British
Treaty of Nanjing, the Belgian parliament urged the cabinet
to negotiate with the Qing government as soon as possible
to sign treaties that would open the Chinese market. In
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During the Second Opium War, the Tianjin Dagu Fortress was
occupied by the British and French Allies. This photo was taken by
the renowned 19th century war photographer Felice Beato between
March - November, 1860

March 1845, J. Lannoy, Consul General in Manila, was sent
to Guangzhou, China, to negotiate a treaty with the Chinese
authorities. In July 1845, the Governor of Guangdong and
Guangxi, Qiying, and the Governor of Guangdong, Huang
Entong, sent an official document signed by them to J.
Lannoy, conveying the imperial decree that allowed Belgian
merchants to do business in China under the existing
treaties. In other words, although Belgium did not send
troops and did not sign a contract, it was granted all the
rights allowed by the treaties with Britain, the United States
and France. However, this document was in fact only a
verbal guarantee, and was of little use once the two officials
who signed it were transferred. Of course, at that time, the
commerce between Western Europe and China was mainly
controlled by British merchants, and it was difficult for
Belgian merchants to compete with them for the Chinese
market.

Twenty years after the First Opium War, the Western
powers were not satisfied with the state of trade with China,
which they believed was far from opening up its market due
to all the obstructions of the Qing government. Moreover,
the arrogant Beijing court always refused to recognize that
the Western powers were autonomous states that should
enjoy equal treatment. Thus, its supreme rulers consistently
refused to receive representatives of any country, treating
foreign affairs as purely commercial in nature, and limiting
commerce to Guangzhou, the farthest seaport from Beijing.
In short, trying to make direct contact with the Qing
government was not allowed. Thus came the Second Opium
War and the subsequent Treaty of Tianjin (1858)" and
Treaty of Beijing (1860)". The Western powers were finally
able to impose their will on China.

In 1863, Belgium sent a delegation led by Louis Bols
to China and negotiated three articles with Xue Huan,
Minister of the Premier's Office of the Qing dynasty, in
Shanghai. But the treaty was not ratified due to the refusal
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of the Belgian government. In August 1865, the Belgian
government again sent Auguste T'Kint de Roodenbeke to
China" and negotiated the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce
and Navigation between China and Belgium (hereafter
referred to as "Treaty of Commerce between China and
Belgium") with Qing officials Dong Xun, the right Assistant
Minister of Revenue Department and official of Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and Chong Hou, the Assistant Minister
of War Department and Minister of Three-port Commerce
in November 2, 1865. In October 1866, the treaty signed
by the two monarchs (Emperor Tongzhi and Leopold II)
was exchanged in Shanghai between Auguste T'Kint de
Roodenbeke and Guo Baiyin, the Governor of Jiangsu and
Zhejiang.

The Treaty of Commerce between China and Belgium
consists of 47 articles. The main contents are: (1) To send
envoys to each other's capital, and to allow the Belgian
imperial commissioner and his entourage to travel to
and from various places in the interior of China; (2) The
Belgian state shall set up consulates in all Chinese ports
of commerce and enjoy the most favored nation treatment;
@ Belgian nationals may travel to various places in the
interior of China with passports; Belgian merchants may
live and do business in the ports of commerce agreed upon
by each country, and are allowed to rent houses and build
houses, warehouses, churches, hospitals, cemeteries, etc;
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(@ The Chinese magistrates must treat and protect the
Catholic missionaries from Belgium; they must not prohibit
Catholicism or punish Chinese Catholics for their beliefs;
(® If Belgian nationals' rights were violated by Chinese
people, the local officials shall investigate and handle the
case. If the Chinese people's rights were violated by Belgian
nationals, the officials of Belgium shall investigate and
handle the case; (6 The merchants of Belgium shall pay
the tax according to the tax rules; (7 The local officials of
China shall protect the merchant ships of Belgium; All
the benefits that China will give to other countries in the
future will be given to Belgium as well.

Compared with the Treaty of Tianjin and the Treaty
of Beijing signed between other powers and the Qing
government during the same period, the content of
the Treaty of Commerce between China and Belgium
is essentially the same, except for the absence of war
reparations. By this treaty, Belgium seized a series of
privileges in China.



T ) I 300 PR I ey A A 3 47

415 (1816—1878) , 1866 4 12 A 26 H—1870
FOA1 HAEME, WA ZE, 1864 FHERAYE
RN E, 1865 4F 11 A 2 B Rkt Al B B b ot
EAT (B AY ), 18664 8 H 1 HAIT (H I
BEAL) o 1868 4F 12 A #A| Bk & — 4 4t Al
i 5E P [E B AR A ROAME . 1872 £ [ JE 9] AL 1
BB R AR,

Z T (1830—1879) , 1871 4£—18724 7 A
26 HAEAE, Mk EHEME, KA A B EENME,

#AE4L, 187247 A 26 E—1874 45 F 18 B £ 1,
Kk E B AR NE, R A H A B B AR N

W, 18744 5 H 18 H—1878 4 4 A 27 B A&
B, B9 R B B AT, 1874 Sk R B Ah 28 B
HIRKE, 5EBRREILEEX R

Bt 14, 18784 4 A 27 H—1881 £5 A 26 B %
BRI

AAE, 1881 425 F 26 H—1884 4 2 A 13 H AL,

KRR, 188442 A 13 H—18854 5 F 18 B
&P, 1887 £ 4 A 29 H—1888 4 11 A 19 H % &
K#; 18904 9 H 10 H—1891 £ 6 A 2 H &2,
1892 4£ 10 A 20 B —1893 4 11 H 21 H % mt X 2
1896 4 4 A 22 H—1896 4 9 A 18 H ¥ mf (R 22,

4 %L B (1839—1906), 18854 5 F 18 H —1887
£ 4 F 29 HAM; 18884 11 A 19 H—1890 4 9 A
10 BAEH®E, WAHAXE, 18844 11 A 25 H# e
K BEAe AAUANE, 1885 £ 2|, 1890 £ H £, 1903 4
I B AR 4 ar 2 AAE

Belgian Envoys to China during the Qing Dynasty "

Auguste T'Kint de Roodenbeke (1816-1878), tenure
in China: December 26, 1866 - September 1, 1870. He
was a Belgian diplomat. In 1864, he was appointed the
first Minister to China. On November 2, 1865, he signed
the Treaty of Commerce between China and Belgium
in Beijing on behalf of the Belgian government, and
on August 1, 1866, he signed the Treaty of Commerce
between Japan and Belgium. In December 1868, he
was appointed the Belgian Minister Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to China and Japan by Leopold II. In 1872,
he returned to Europe for health reasons and retired."”

Louis Jules Emilien de Rochechouart (1830-1879),
tenure in China: 1871- July 26, 1872, French Minister to
China, acting as the Belgian Minister to China.

F.L.H. de Geofroy, tenure in China: July 26, 1872 -
May 18, 1874, French Minister to China, acting as the
Belgian Minister to China.

Edmond Serruys, tenure in China: May 18, 1874 -
April 27, 1878. He was originally a Belgian consul in India.
He was appointed by the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to China in 1874 to establish direct relations with
the Qing government.

Hubert Serruys, tenure in China: April 27, 1878 - May
26, 1881.

Count Hector de Noidans-Calf, tenure in China: May
26, 1881 - February 13, 1884.

Charles Michel, tenure in hina: February 13, 1884 - May
18, 1885; April 29, 1887 - November 19, 1888; September
10, 1890 - June 2, 1891; October 20, 1892 - November 21,
1893; April 22, 1896 - September 18, 1896.

Léon Verhaeghe de Naeyer (1839-1906), tenure
in China: May 18, 1885 - April 29, 1887; November 19,
1888 - September 10, 1890. He was a Belgian diplomat.
He was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to China on
November 25, 1884. He took up his post in 1885 and left
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in 1890. He was appointed Minister Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to Italy in 1903.

H.G. Loumyer, tenure in China: June 2, 1891 -
October 20, 1892; November 21, 1893 - May 8, 1896
(Death).

Baron Carl de Vinck de Deux Orp, tenure in China:
September 18, 1896 - April 21, 1899.

E. de Cartier de Marchienne (1871-1946), tenure
in China: April 21, 1899 - May 9, 1900; January 1902 -
August 1902; October 18, 1910 - 1911. He was a Belgian
diplomat who served as charge d'affaires in Brazil, Japan,
China and France. Later, he was appointed the Belgian
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the
United States, China, the United Kingdom, Cuba, Haiti
and the Dominican Republic. When serving as Minister to
China, China changed its state system and he resubmitted
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its credentials.

Maurice Joostens (1862-1910), with the Chinese
name of Yao Shideng, was a Belgian diplomat,
specializing in drafting treaties. His tenure in China: May
6, 1900 - January 1902; October 1902 - July 25, 1904.
During his tenure as Belgian imperial envoy and Minister
Plenipotentiary (1900-1901) to China and Siam, he signed
the Boxer Protocol in the aftermath of the invasion of
the Eight-Power Allied Forces. When he served as the
Belgian Minister Plenipotentiary to Spain (1904-1910),
he signed the Resolution of Algeciras Conference to
resolve the First Moroccan Crisis, and signed the Belgian
Congo Imperial Edict in the name of the King to make the
Belgium annex the Congo Free State. He was the most
trusted diplomat of King Leopold II. He was best known
for his diplomacy during the year in Beijing, when he
successfully established the Belgian concession in Tianjin.
Moreover, his diplomatic activities during the peace
negotiation made European powers start to notice the
presence of the Belgian businessmen and missionaries
in China. The Emperor of Qing dynasty awarded him the
first-class medal with double dragons and jewels.

Baron E.de Gaiffier D'Hestroy, tenure in China:
August 1902 - October 1902; July 25, 1904 - November
21, 1905.

E.de Prelle de la Nieppe, tenure in China: November
21, 1905 - July 28, 1906; September 13, 1909 - October
18, 1910.

Baron A. Grenier, tenure in China: July 28, 1906 - May
30, 1908; October 6, 1908 - August 10, 1909.

Adhémar Delcoigne, tenure in China: May 30, 1908 -
October 6, 1908; August 10, 1909 - September 13, 1909.
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Bin Chun's business card photo taken in Europe, taken circa 1866. Bin Chun,
of Manchu nationality, once served as county magistrate or other low-level

official in Shanxi and Jiangxi. ... Bin Chun and his delegation received high-level
reception wherever they went in Europe, becoming the "first person from the
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East to Western Europe" among government officials.

First Visit to Belgium by the Bin Chun Mission

Modern diplomacy began in the West, and before
the two Opium Wars, the conservative and arrogant Qing
government knew almost nothing about foreign affairs.
The Qing government always kept to the "defense of the
barbarians" and the Chinese emperor wanted to be as far
away from the barbarians as possible, preferably ignoring
them, and refused to establish diplomatic relations with
other countries on an equal footing. After the First Opium
War, although the Treaty of Nanking was signed and the
Western powers were finally given the right to set up
consulates in some Chinese cities, it was still part of the
Qing government's established policy to ignore foreign
representatives and to avoid sending envoys to foreign
countries. It was not until after the Second Opium War that
the powers gained not only a range of economic benefits,
but also the diplomatic power to station ministers in Beijing.
The Qing government also had to consider setting up a
government department (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) to
deal with foreign affairs and even to send envoys overseas.
This was the beginning of modern Chinese diplomacy.
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Zhang Deyi (1847-1918) was a
diplomat in the late Qing dynasty.
Accompanying the Bin Chun
mission in 1866, Zhang traveled
to multiple European countries
including France, Great Britain,

Belgium, and Netherlands. Taken
circa in 1860s
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Notes on the Raft published in
Japan in 1872
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Before the official posting of envoys, the Qing
government sent the first official mission to Europe in
1866, called the "Bin Chun Mission." This mission traveled
to 10 countries including France, England, Belgium, the
Netherlands, Hanseatic League®, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland, Russia and Prussia for 4 months. Everywhere the
mission went, it was received by the governments of each
country with the highest standards. The European tour of
"Bin Chun Mission" realized a historic breakthrough in the
interaction between China and European countries.

The cities with towering buildings, the trains, the
palaces, the modern factories, and the landscapes were an
eye-opening experience for the members of the delegation.
Not only the cultural differences, but also the impact of the
powerful productivity brought by the Industrial Revolution,
made the delegation members feel as if they had stepped
into the modern world from the ancient times at once. Bin
Chun and his attendant Zhang Deyi wrote the reports of
the expedition respectively: Cheng Cha Bi Ji (Notes on the
Raft) and Hang Hai Shu Qi (Description of the Curious
Experiences during the Voyage), recording what they saw
and heard along the way in the form of diary, showing
to the Chinese people for the first time the technological
progress in various aspects of Europe after the Industrial
Revolution. It was also the first time that the Chinese people
began to know and understand the country of Belgium.
After that, other Qing government officials such as
diplomatic envoy Guo Songtao, Xue Fucheng and imperial
envoy Li Hongzhang, visited Europe. Through the records
of these official visitors, Chinese people learned about the
colorful outside world and were inspired by a strong sense
of curiosity and initiative. This increased understanding of
Belgium laid the foundation for future Belgian investments
in China.

In the Notes on the Raft, Bin Chun gave a brief
introduction to Belgium and its history for the first time:
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Belgium is about 600 li (1 li equals 500 meters) long
and 300 1i wide with Netherlands in the north and
France in the south. It was originally a Netherlands
territory. In the Ming dynasty, it was affiliated to
Spain. In the 53rd year of Emperor Kangxi, it became
a vassal state of Austria. Later, it was annexed by the
French King of Napoleon. In the 19th year of Emperor
Jiaqing, it returned to the Netherlands. People of the
Netherlands believed in Jesus and had been fighting
with Spain for decades. Belgium is adjacent to France,
which is Catholic and therefore not friendly towards the
Netherlands. In the 11th year of Emperor Daoguang,
Belgium had been at war for a long time, and thus
France offered help. The Netherlands later retreated,
and Belgium founded its own independent country.”

As the first Chinese mission to Belgium, Bin Chun,
Zhang Deyi and other members of the mission were warmly
received by King Leopold II. ...
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Modern western diplomacy has always been pragmatic.
The Bin Chun mission received a high-level reception,
naturally for the reason of commercial interests. When the
Bin Chun mission visited the Belgian Prime Minister, the
Prime Minister said:

Belgium was a small country, with poor land and little
production, and could only rely on ocean-going trade.
Now the emperor of the Qing dynasty has sent an
envoy to visit Belgium, which is really an honor for our
country. The friendship between the two countries will
definitely be deepened with the trade exchanges in the
future. Our sovereign is not fond of military and has no
intention to invade other countries' territories, so there
will certainly be no war between our two countries.*

This statement is only half-true - Belgium is not
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without ambition to invade Chinese territory. Rather it
did not possess the strength to compete with the powers
to divide the large cake of China under the rule of the
Qing government. But its intention was clear - to obtain
high profits from trade. In the situation where the foreign
powers were intensifying their aggression against China
and the Qing government was being pressured, such words
sounded quite appealing. The Qing government was in fact
impressed by such words that it awarded Belgium a large
contract to build the first official railroad in China, the Lu-
Han (Beijing-Hankou) Railway.

Ten years after the short visit of the Bin Chun Mission
to European countries, the Qing government belatedly
sent Guo Songtao, China's first ambassador, to England
(concurrently ambassador to France). Guo Songtao (1818-
1891) was a pioneer of Chinese professional diplomats,
a modern foreign affairs thinker, and one of the earliest
modern advocates of learning from the West. In the end of
1876, he served as the ambassador to Britain and France
concurrently, symbolizing the beginging of sending
Chinese ambassador to Europe. During this visit, he
carefully studied the Western system and historical culture,
finding that "Western politics are a matter of public interest
to their subjects, not the private matter of their ruler"”,
while "for over two thousand years since the Qin and Han
dynasties in China, it's exactly opposite"; opposing "being
strictly on guard against barbarians" and advocating for
opening-up; and proposing regarding Western countries as
the independent civilized countries rather than "barbarians".
During his mission, Guo traveled extensively and visited
Belgium in 1878, where he visited the cathedral, the
museum, the yarn bureau and the parliament in Brussels.

In 1886, the Qing dynasty sent Liu Ruifen as Minister
to England, France, Italy and Belgium, a position later
taken over by Xue Fucheng in 1890. The first thing that

1881 £ {Le Tour Monde ) &
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Vendors on the streets of Brussels
published in the Le 7our Monde in
1881
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Xue Fucheng did after he took office was to present
his credentials to the heads of state and to visit foreign
ministries and the ministers. Xue was unassuming and
had an uncommon demeanor, and all the host countries
expressed their warm welcome. On April 26, 1890, Xue
Fucheng presented a letter of credentials to King Leopold II
of Belgium. The letter read:

The emperor of the Qing dynasty sends greetings to
the Belgian monarch. Since the exchange of treaties,
the two countries have been living in harmony. Now,
I am sending Xue Fucheng as the imperial envoy to
your capital to pay you a visit and to deliver a letter
expressing our friendship with your country. I am well
aware that Minister Xue is experienced, understanding,
fair and upright, and able to handle things calmly.
Authorized to handle foreign affairs, he is able to do
so in a considerate and proper manner. I am obedient
to the mandate of Heaven, respectful of my ancestral
heritage, and regard Chinese and foreign people as
one family without any discrimination. In the future, I
would like to promote friendship and prosperity with
your country, for which I have high hope.”

Xue Fucheng read the eulogy to King Leopold II. The
words of the ode read:

I understand and appreciate that the Belgian monarch
has visited our country before and is very friendly
to our government, and that your monarch has made
Belgium stronger and stronger in both domestic and
foreign affairs through his outstanding achievements
and knowledge. I present to you today a letter of
credence, which I invite you to read as a proof of the
friendship between our two countries. I hope that you
will understand the feelings of our emperor, and that
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Supreme Court

you will promote the exchange of ideas between the
two countries, so that they may complement each
other's strengths and weaknesses.”

Leopold II gave a reply. The reply read:

Thank you for coming in person to present the letter
of credence. I once traveled to China and saw the
customs and political governance there, and learned
that China is a very advanced country in terms of
social management; it is also one of the most populous
countries in the world and rich in products. Although
it has been more than 20 years since then, I still can't
help but think about my previous visit. We have always



PRI RIS, BAREA TR 20 248, HE]Z [T
eI, L EATEME, RERRSE T, BES
Fhh, ANDEsE, Bk BT . Kok BN R
SRR, FAHER EERST . AR ES > EH
ST, RIRANRNITIA L o THER RS, TR 2,
RRBNTEXFOE. )

4 H 28 H, FIBEMEME T SIEIERL. &
e, EHHBETFELT, FEAGE, Yondk ComHE) |
Il (MWE ) ZJE, Wik, BEMEE. ORISR
EHBRITBA B DR (W iEERBF15%, Lang Belmont )
SERRMIRK T KR, 15H

b EBARIT, RARE, ARG E, 2T
HE®R, AAIRZE, AL, FRER Y ASL
A, Bpdm B AZ BBIRK, REARIELZ, P EHIL,
ZEERMENET, REREGER. ¥ (CRERW,
W A B R R A, AR R, HEEE
SR PRI, AT DR AR A B o, A,
WAIBIRT AR T AL o N2 U B 77 A [ 1) 7. FE AR A
AR HAIBFESEA T AR SCE, FRATRASINLARIEE R
WP Z RIBEG A, R AMNE, AR R B, )

ZJG, TEAEIR], B B AR AR kG 1 25 SRR 1)
FEEAR, WX IEE . T AL, B BREHE
KZPTLSeE, hEZ IR, HARALE 6 B AR
D5 (R A P v 5 1 17 e 1 A A SV
K2 irE” o

been a neutral and densely populated country that has
worked hard to develop industrial manufacturing. If
China needs to buy arms in the future, we are more
than willing to help. We are also willing to learn
Chinese social management methods to make up for
our shortcomings. Please convey this to your emperor
as a token of our appreciation.”

On April 28, Leopold II hosted a banquet for Xue
Fucheng. After the banquet, the king and his brother guided
the guests into a separate room, where they drank coffee and
beer. The Belgian Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lang
Belmont, talked with Xue Fucheng about world affairs and
said:

China has the best system of social management, and
it is populous and rich in goods. As long as it can learn
from and import Western system, China can become
rich and strong quickly. In today's world, it is necessary
to engage with the outside world. It does not mean to
abandon the fundamental system of one's country, but
to reform as Japan did. No one will laugh at you. The
political customs between the East and the West can
complement each other's strengths and weaknesses. We
hope you will look into this seriously.”

After that, during his term of office, Xue Fucheng
concentrated on studying the social strengths and weaknesses
of Europe. Through the investigation of parliament and
factories, he realized that the fundamental reason why
Europe and America were advanced and China was lagging
behind was the difference between the systems.
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Envoys of the Qing Dynasty to Belgium™

Since 1885, the Qing government started to send
imperial envoys to Belgium. The first minister was Xu
Jingcheng, who officially took office on December 16,
1885. At the beginning, the post of minister to Belgium
was a concurrent position, but it was changed to an
exclusive envoy starting in 1902 when Yang Zhaojun took
office.

Xu Jingcheng (1845-1900)

Tenure in Belgium: July 14, 1885 - June 23, 1887
(concurrent post)

Xu Jingcheng, a diplomat in the late Qing dynasty,
passed the highest imperial examination during the Emperor
Tongzhi period and began his diplomatic career in 1880. He
was appointed Minister to France, Germany, Austria and the
Netherlands by the Qing government. In 1890, he had a new
appointment as Minister to Russia, Germany, Austria and the
Netherlands. He wrote and submitted to the emperor the
Chart of Forejgn Vessels, recommending the strengthening
coastal defense. In 1892, Tsarist Russia sent troops to
occupy Pamir region in Xinjiang. As a Chinese negotiator, he
reasoned against the aggression of Tsarist Russia. In 1897,
he concurrently served as the minister of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, assistant minister of the Ministry of Public
Works and supervisor of Chinese Eastern Railway Company.
The Chinese Eastern Railway was built by Tsarist Russia. Xu
Jingcheng traveled between St. Petersburg and Harbin to
sign the agreement. During the Boxer Rebellion, because the
Boxers killed the innocent people and attacked the foreign
missions, he pleaded to Empress Dowager Cixi: "There is
no precedent both in China and aboard to kill the foreign
diplomatic envoys" but was punished for "indulging in pure
fabrication and sowing discord." He was executed in Beijing
on July 28 of the same year at the age of 55. He is the author
of Posthumous Manuscript of Xu Wensu, Compilation of
Manuscripts of Xu Wensu and Envoy’s Letter.
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Liu Ruifeng (1827-1892)

Tenure in Belgium: June 23, 1887 - March 31, 1889
(concurrent post)

Liu Ruifen was a diplomat and renowned book
collector in the late Qing dynasty. He followed Li
Hongzhang throughout his life. In 1885, he was sent on a
diplomatic mission to Britain, Russia and other countries,
and then was stationed in Britain, France, Italy, Belgium
and other countries. During his mission, he strived to
safeguard national territorial sovereignty. In 1889, he was
recalled to serve as the Governor of Guangdong.

Xue Fucheng (1838-1894)

Tenure in Belgium: May 15, 1889 - July 11, 1894
(concurrent post)

Xue Fucheng was a diplomat in the late Qing
dynasty, one of the main leaders of the Westernization
Movement and the initiator of capitalist industry and
commerce. In 1890, he was appointed Minister to
Britain, France, Italy and Belgium. During his tenure
in Europe, Xue Fucheng visited many European
countries, investigated their industrial development,
and studied their political, military, educational, legal,
financial and other systems in details. He believed
that the West was already a hundred times richer and
stronger than China. He suggested that China should
unremittingly learn from the West and establish active
private companies, and specifically put forward 21
plans of Westernization, such as "seeking new ways to
achieve prosperity and strength,” "selecting able and
virtuous person to hold the official position," "making
machines to develop the manufacturing industry."

Gong Zhaoai

Tenure in Belgium: July 11, 1894 - April 19, 1897
(concurrent post)

Luo Fenglu (1850-1903)

Tenure in Belgium: April 19, 1897 - May 26, 1902
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(concurrent post)

Luo Fenglu, graduated from Foochow Shipbuilding
Institution, went to England to study in 1877. Later, he
served as the interpreter of the Legation in Britain and
in Germany. He returned to China in February 1880
and worked for Li Hongzhang, the Minister of Beiyang.
He also served as Li Hongzhang's English secretary
and diplomatic adviser. In May 1883, Luo Fenglu was
promoted to be a local governor of the Navy Bureau,
and then worked with Ding Ruchang, the commander
of Beiyang Fleet and Lin Taizeng to draft the Articles
of Beiyang Fleet. In the spring of 1896, Li Hongzhang
received orders to attend the coronation ceremony of
Russian Emperor Nicholas II as the first-class envoy. Luo
Fenglu accompanied Li as an interpreter and participated
in the negotiation of the Sino-Russian Secret Treaty.
Soon afterwards, Luo Fenglu followed Li Hongzhang to
visit Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, France, Britain, the
United States and other countries. On November 23,
1896, Luo Fenglu took up the post of Minister to Britain
and Minister to Italy and Belgium, and resigned in 1902.

Yang Zhaoyun (1854-7)

Tenure in Belgium: December 12, 1902 - June 17,
1906

Yang Zhaoyun was the first envoy of the Qing
government to Belgium and the first Chinese official to
participate in the World Expo. He went abroad with Xu
Jingcheng in 1884. In 1902, he was appointed the imperial
envoy to Belgium. In 1904, he was appointed imperial
envoy and supervisor of the World Expo in Liege, Belgium.
In 1904, Yang, together with Sun Baogi, Hu Weide and
Zhang Deyi, who had been sent to France, Russia and
Britain, jointly submitted a written statement to plead the
Qing government for reforms, "so as to inspire people and
establish the foundation of the country."

Li Shengduo (1859-1934)
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Luo Fenglu. Taken in 1880s or 1890s
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Yang Zhaoyun. Taken in the early
of 20 century
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Yang Shu. Taken in the end of
19 century to the early of 20
century
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Li Shengduo. Taken in the
early of 20 century
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Li Guojie. The photo is from
the third editition of Who's
Who in China, Millard's
Review of Shanghai, 1925,
p. 465

Tenure in Belgium: June 17, 1906 - October 18, 1909

Li Shengduo was a famous politician and collector
in modern China. In 1905, as one of the five Ministers
of the Qing dynasty, he was sent to investigate politics
in Eastern and Western countries to prepare for the
constitution. After the inspection, Li Shengduo became
Minister to Belgium in 1906 and resigned in 1909.

Yang Shu (1844-1917)

Tenure in Belgium: October 18, 1909 - March 30,
1911

Yang Shu was a famous diplomat of Hui nationality
in the late Qing dynasty. He helped Zhang Zhidong to
establish a Westernization enterprise in Guangzhou.
From 1891 to 1902, he served as the consul of the Qing
government in Nagasaki, Japan. He succeeded Cai Jun as
Minister to Japan in 1903 and took the post as Minister to
Belgium from 1909 to 1910. During his tenure as Minister
to Japan, he negotiated with the Japanese government
many times to accept more Chinese students to study in
Japan. He also advocated for patriotic education among
Chinese overseas students.

Li Guojie (1881-1939)

Tenure in Belgium: March 30, 1911 - October 10,
1911

Li Guojie, the eldest son of Li Jingshu and the eldest
grandson of Li Hongzhang, an important Minister of the
late Qing dynasty, inherited the title of first-class Marquis
of Li Hongzhang. In 1910, he was appointed as Minister
to Belgium. After the Revolution of 1911, the government
of the Republic of China allowed him to stay in Belgium
and he returned to China in 1914.
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Li Hongzhang's Visit to Belgium in 1896

In the second half of the 19th century, the Self-
Strengthening Movement began in China. Li Hongzhang
was an important official of the late Qing dynasty and the
leader of the Self-Strengthening Movement. Unlike other
conservative and rigid feudal officials, Li Hongzhang was
a very competent official who was willing to learn about
the world and reach out to Westerners. Li's dealings with
foreigners began in 1862 when the Huai Army under
his command moved into Shanghai to fight the Taiping
Army with the Ever Victorious Army. In this process,
Li Hongzhang often corresponded and discussed various
matters with several foreign generals, as well as the
British and French garrison commanders and consuls in
Shanghai, therefore establishing good relations. Later,
Li Hongzhang moved to Tianjin to govern Zhili. He was
also responsible for foreign affairs activities in the north,
and gradually became the chief diplomatic adviser and the
main diplomatic representative of the Qing government,
participating in the formulation and implementation of
almost all foreign policies in the late Qing dynasty. Several
of the ambassadors sent to Belgium had the full support of
Li Hongzhang, and even Xue Fucheng and Liu Ruifen came
from Li Hongzhang's staff.

The Belgians were well aware of Li Hongzhang's power
in China. After the state banquet hosted by Leopold II for
Xue Fucheng in 1890, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
Lang Belmont said to Xue: "The most famous minister in
the world today is Otto Eduard Leopold von Bismarck. And
China's Minister Li is also a great man."” Belgium had been
trying to establish direct relations with Li Hongzhang in
order to develop the Chinese market and convince him to
introduce Belgian capital and technology to build railroads.
Therefore, during Li Hongzhang's visit to seven countries in
Europe and America in 1896, he was treated with extreme
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hospitality in Belgium.

At that time, due to the defeat in the first Sino-Japanese
War, Li Hongzhang was dismissed from his post as
Governor of Zhili and Minister of Beiyang and was living in
Beijing. In February 1896, on the occasion of the coronation
of Tsar Nicholas II of Russia, the Qing court decided to
send Li Hongzhang to Russia in the name of "First Imperial
Envoy" to attend the ceremony and make diplomatic visits
to Europe and America. Li Hongzhang's trip had three main
missions: first, to contact Russia and sign the Sino-Russian
Secret Treaty to jointly defend against further Japanese
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aggression towards China; second, to express gratitude to
Russia, Germany and France for their help in retaking the
Liaodong Peninsula and to the United States and Britain
for their support in the Sino-Japanese War; third, to discuss
with various countries the issue of increasing tariffs. These
three tasks could not be accomplished by any other official
of the Qing government at that time.

On March 1, 1896, Li Hongzhang departed from the
capital after bidding farewell to Emperor Guangxu. He first
travelled from Tianjin to Shanghai by sea ship, and then
kicked off the world tour boarding a French cruise ship.
After a month of sea voyage, he arrived in Odessa, the
port of the Black Sea, on April 27. He then transferred by
train to St. Petersburg, the capital of Russia, on April 30, to
attend the coronation of the Russian Emperor. Afterwards,
Li Hongzhang went to visit other European countries, and
on July 8, Li and his party arrived in Brussels, the capital
of Belgium. Here, Li Hongzhang had an audience with
King Leopold IT of Belgium and secretly negotiated the
construction of the Marco Polo Bridge-Hankou Railway.

On the day of his arrival in Brussels, Li Hongzhang
and his party were greeted by a Baron of the Imperial
court and other civil and military officials, with the Royal
Army standing and saluting neatly and solemnly on both
sides of the station. Li Hongzhang was invited to the royal
carriage directly after getting off the train, and was escorted
by the army until he checked into the hotel arranged by
the king. The Belgian newspapers reported the visit of Li
Hongzhang, with drawings reproducing the lively scene
of Li Hongzhang and the Belgian officials in the market
surrounded by people. According to the newspaper, during
Li's stay in Belgium, the king prepared 21 rooms for him,
and the furniture and utensils were magnificent.”

The baron in charge of the reception said to Li
Hongzhang: "I followed our king to China before his
accession to the throne. But before I reached Beijing, I
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The visit of Li Hongzhang to Brussels (copper plate
etching made by Belgian painters). By courtesy of
Mr. Charles Lagrange
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The room where Li Hongzhang stayed. Photo
taken by Ms. Hang Ying in 2015
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The Hotel Bellevue, where Li Hongzhang stayed in Brussels, is now BELvue
Museum. Photos taken by Ms. Hang Ying in 2015
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Coverage of Li Hongzhang's visit in Belgian newspapers. In the
Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belgium
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Exterior view of the Royal Palace of
Belgium. Photo taken by Ms. Hang Ying
in 2015

The day after his arrival in Belgium (July 9), Li was
greeted by the royal carriage to meet with Leopold II at
the Royal Palace. Li Hongzhang was born in 1823 and
was already 73 years old when he visited Belgium. King
Leopold II, although younger than Li by 12 years, was also
an old man more than sixties. Li Hongzhang said to King
Leopold II through an interpreter: "Belgium and China
have a deep friendship." The Belgian King replied: "When
I was the Duke of Flanders, I visited your country once.
Now that you have come to my country, we have a better
understanding of each other, and our relations will certainly
become closer in the future."*

Afterwards, Li Hongzhang visited the city hall,
accompanied by the mayor of Brussels. There, for the first
time in his life, he wrote the words "Li Hongzhang came
to visit" with a hard pen. Although his handwriting was
not good due to his inability to use a hard pen, it was still
"strong and penetrating."
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Li Hongzhang was open to tobacco and smoked
Chinese hookah as well as foreign rolls and cigars.
Taken in 1896. He was at the age of 74 (nominal
age) in this picture
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That night, the king hosted a banquet for Li Hongzhang
and his entourage, accompanied by Belgian ministers and
their wives, foreign ambassadors and their entourage.
A very interesting episode happened at the banquet: Li
Hongzhang wanted to smoke after the meal and his attendant
immediately handed him a cigarette. The Western European
royal court has very strict etiquette by which smoking is
prohibited in state banquets. The guests looked at each
other in dismay, and the ceremonial officers were shocked.
Leopold II did not want to embarrass Li Hongzhang in the
public and he immediately ordered the attendants to serve
cigarettes to all male guests at the banquet. These European
royals, ministers and ambassadors had never received such
hospitality from the king before, and they were all puffing
away at the state banquet table. Li Hongzhang remained
on the sidelines smoking cigarettes, unaware of the
unprecedented exceptions in the royal palace thanks to him.
The king had shown Li Hongzhang the ultimate respect.”

On the third day (July 10), Li Hongzhang was invited
to visit the military exercises of the Belgian army in Hainaut
province. The army drilled various skills for Li Hongzhang
and demonstrated the attack and defense drills of battalion
and battery soldiers. Li Hongzhang watched in admiration.
In the following days, Li Hongzhang went to Liege to
tour the Belgian steel and glass companies, and tried to
understand the advanced technology of Western industrial
countries.

In Belgium, Li Hongzhang also visited the John
Cockerill Company and was impressed by the speed and
power of the weapons it manufactured. The manager of the
company wanted to choose a new cannon of the highest
quality to give to Li Hongzhang as a gift. Li Hongzhang
declined gratefully and told him, "I am grateful for the
generous gift, but unfortunately our luggage is too heavy,
and there is no rule that imperial envoys on mission should
receive weapons from others. If your company wants to

FBERINED T, JH T Bellevue
EEEYIE

Li Hongzhang's pen inscription.
Collection of the BELvue Museum
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show favor to my country, it would be more appropriate
to present it to the imperial court."” The manager of the
company then asked the king to send an official to escort the
cannon to China and present it to the court.

Belgium is only a small country in Europe, its military
power could not compete with other great powers. But since
the First Opium War, Belgian merchants, the government
and the king had been thinking about opening up the
Chinese market. The signing of the Treaty of Commerce
did not bring about real gains. The original itinerary of Li
Hongzhang's tour of Europe and America did not include
Belgium. After hearing about Li Hongzhang's upcoming
visit to Europe, Leopold II hurriedly sent an envoy to invite
Li. Belgium not only gave Li Hongzhang very high courtesy
but also sent a special envoy to present cannons to the
Qing court. Many people thought it was due to the personal
charm of Li Hongzhang. Today, it looks more like how a
large company treats its VIP customers.

Li Hongzhang's world tour crossed three oceans and
covered four continents. He was the first person among
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the Qing ministers to embark on a round-the-world visit.
He traveled around the world in his capacity as the special
imperial envoy of the Qing court, and was warmly received
and treated as an esteemed guest everywhere he went.
As mentioned earlier, modern diplomacy in Europe and
the United States is characterized with pragmatism, with
commercial interests as a priority. Li Hongzhang was
treated with extraordinary courtesy in Europe and the United
States, who hoped to receive large commercial orders from
him in return. Sure enough, then came the first cooperation
between China and Belgium - the Beijing-Hankou railroad.
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The postcard in the Liége Museum of Glass Art Old glass artworks in the collection of the
Liege Museum of Glass Art
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Cockerill Steel Plant in Liége visited by Li Hongzhang

##45kiIE ( Source) : http://wawmagazine.be/fr/ville/seraing.
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The First Cooperation between China and
Belgium - Beijing-Hankou Railroad

The Beijing-Hankou Railway, which runs from north
to south, was one of the most important industrial projects
in China at the beginning of the 20th century and is still
the main artery of China's railroad network. It took nearly
10 years from the end of 1895, when the Qing government
decided to build the Lu-Han (Marco Polo Bridge-Hankou)
Railway, to April 1, 1906, when the whole line was
completed and opened to traffic. It was later renamed the
Beijing-Hankou Railway. Prior to that, the attitude of the
Qing government towards whether to build a railroad or not
had gone through a long and difficult transition.

While coal and steel occupied an important place in
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Wusong Railway opened
in 1876. From Xue Er's Jue
Ban Gong Qin Wang (the
Out-of-Print Book of Prince
Gong, published by People's
Publishing House, 2010)
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Tang Tingshu (1832-1892) was a famous comprador of
foreign companies in modern Chinese history, a national

capitalist and one of the representative figures of the Self-
Strengthening Movement in the late Qing dynasty
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the second industrial revolution, railroads were a synthesis
of the coal and iron industries. While a product of the
combination of coal and iron industries, the railroad
promoted the development of both industries. After the
Westernization Movement began, Li Hongzhang and other
Westernization officials realized that it needed convenient
transportation to reduce costs in mining natural resources
and developing industries. In 1863, Sir M. Stephenson,
a British railroad engineer, proposed the first railroad
construction plan to China, urging the Qing government
to build railroads in a planned manner. He even designed
several trunk lines directly on the map without fieldwork.”
However, it was impossible for the Qing government to
adopt his design. On the one hand, out of the extremely
old-fashioned and backward concept, the hard-headed
conservative faction in the Qing government believed
that the rumbling trains shook and destroyed the earth's
atmosphere, disturbing the spirits of the dead underground.
For this reason, in 1877, the Qing government took back the
light railroad built by Jardine Matheson between Shanghai
and Wusong a year earlier and demolished it for 285,000
taels.”™ On the other hand, some Chinese officials, who were
always wary of the invasion of the foreign powers, realized
that the construction of the railroad was closely linked to the
invasion of foreign powers and the plundering of Chinese
resources. Therefore, no matter how much foreign diplomats
and consuls tried to persuade them, they always treated
it with an attitude of passive resistance. However, it was
not that the Westernization officials did not recognize the
advantages of the railroads: in 1874, Li Hongzhang argued
the benefits of the railroads to Prince Yixin, who, although
agreed, nonetheless thought that "even the supreme ruler of
the Qing court could not easily decide on this great plan”
because of the strong pressure of the conservative faction.™
In 1870, Li Hongzhang's authority of governor moved
to Zhili and started to develop mining as one of the main
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On October 9, 1888, Li Hongzhang inspected the
newly completed Tangshan-Tianjin Railway in the
company of officials and merchants
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Mule and horse-drawn ore cars at the beginning SIS
of the Tang-Xu Railway in 1881
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British engineer C. W. Kinder standing next to

the "Rocket of China" train. Taken circa in 1880s

goals of industrial development. In 1876, Tang Tingshu
was ordered by Li Hongzhang to explore and develop the
Kaiping coal mine near Tangshan. Tang suggested building
a railroad to reduce the cost of coal transportation. In 1877,
Guo Songtao, the first Chinese ambassador to the United
Kingdom and France, also wrote to Li Hongzhang, detailing
the benefits of the railroad. Li Hongzhang was quite
impressed. However, in view of the previous experience
of the Wusong Railway being demolished, Tang Tingshu
instead suggested building a small railroad with horse-
drawn carriages first."

The situation was such that it was necessary to
settle for an 11-kilometer-long track from Tangshan to
Xugezhuang, known as the Tang-Xu Railway, followed by
a canal connection. In Li Hongzhang's memo to the Qing
court in 1881, the track was vaguely referred to as a "horse
road"" to avoid attention. Li Hongzhang seemed to have
wanted to use the coal railroad in Kaiping as an experiment
at this time, so he asked Tang Tingshu to continue the

B e R E SE R R

The above pictures were provided
by China Railway Museum
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Empress Dowager Cixi.
Taken circa in 1903

LR E kTR R TR, T2l 25 e 1 Al 2
SRR . XK BRI S R HIBTT T S A, &
WA A T AR X Ak b, DUE R R TR A
MIMERIERY . T IX AR — A L=, B
PN =Y o N EP x4 e = 2 T R R R
TSR R HNE K5 2 3R, A2 RN T I8k
. 1883 4F, T & T HA 3 Wk EAH “rh
Bk Ei5" #5550 st k4. »

BT — EAE SRR LA, A KA i 2k i 1Y)
TR S, (H 2R e o 5 AR 2 BRES 0. iR
S MK ER R A D HH PR AS AR B, R A
AHERAR TRt A TR, thETZ I S5
WV R e, isHiE B KR,
T — 4TI . FUSEA AT UTE 5 (5 H i A e A1 04
R CREMPNAT PRI W), BN E
A . B, S RESE S )T BURT SR e AT oy 3 7
WA AP E L e R BT, ESER
AU T, B E BOM B IR, TR ICH B
IPAEEa

1884—1885 4F i ik gHiI], W:EAANE UM 2T
PERBIHLE, MIAJ5H T 18854 6 AZITHY ( Pk
29 ) et b B S SRR AT ks TR R I R A
HiX— A2 5 5 AR E —E L RS, EiEE
BWIIAIE, WEBUT H 2R BB E 2. 1887
A, 2RISR ULRHHLE JEAS B, T BER T 28 SR
e (RHE—E N ) R M H SRR 1888 4F,
N SR T g RRr R YT, MBI
(EZME S Bt 1889 FiFBUN & 5 & T B dEk

construction of the "horse road". At the same time, Tang
had the British engineer C. W. Kinder secretly develop
a locomotive, named the "Rocket of China." Even when
building the bridge through which the tracks passed, they
deliberately built it sturdy enough for supporting trains
in the future. In 1881, the "Rocket of China" was finally
completed. In 1882 it carried a group of officials through
the entire length of the Tang-Xu Railway at a speed of 13.5
kilometers per hour, confirming that locomotives were more
powerful and faster than mules and horses. Li Hongzhang
then decided to give permission to convert the track into a
railroad which continued to run secretly for five years. Li
Hongzhang put his bets on this route to prove his approach
right by its success. He didn't report this railway to the
imperial court. Many speculated that Empress Dowager
Cixi appreciated such a Western reform measure, and it
was with the certainty of knowing that the Empress would
support him that Li Hongzhang boldly proceeded with the
construction of the Kaiping Railway. By 1883, the Kaiping
Mining Bureau already had three passenger trains and 50
coal trains drawn by the "Rocket of China.""

Li Hongzhang had been waiting for the right time to
put into practice the plan of large-scale construction of
railroads. But the Western powers were more anxious than
Li Hongzhang. Whether from the point of view of exporting
goods or exporting capital, the construction of railroads was
the most ideal means at that time. With the railroad, China's
vast hinterland and coastal and river ports of commerce
would be linked together and, in turn, the transport distance
would be greatly shortened, and the Chinese market would
be further opened. The Western powers could not only
dump their goods (trains and tracks were commodities in
their own right) and cheaply exploit China's agricultural
and mining products, but also import their excess domestic
capital into China through loans to the Qing government.
Even the stubborn faction of the Qing government could not
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Sheng Xuanhuai (1844-1916) was a famous
government-sanctioned businessman in the late
Qing dynasty and a representative figure of the
Self-Strengthening Movement. He was known
as "the father of Chinese industry," "the father

of Chinese business" and "the father of Chinese
higher education”
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stop the wheel of the times under the threat of the guns of
the great powers and the tide of the time.

During the Sino-French War of 1884-1885, France
took advantage of the Qing government's eagerness for
peace to press the latter to make a commitment to French
manufacturers for future railroad construction in the Sino-
French New Treaty signed in June 1885. And France was
not the only beneficiary of this treaty. During the war,
the Qing government became increasingly aware of the
importance of railroads because of the lack of access for
the transfer of troops and weapons. In 1887, Li Hongzhang,
seeing that the time was ripe, proposed the construction of
the Jin-Tong (Tianjin-Tongzhou) Railway and its branch
lines through Prince Chun (Yixuan), and in 1888, the Navy
Department submitted a memo to Emperor Guangxu,
explaining the importance and urgency of building a
railroad. In 1889, the Qing government finally affirmed
that the construction of railroads was "an important
policy for self-improvement" and "could be done with
determination".” However, the plan to build the Jin-Tong
Railway was not developed smoothly and there were many
obstacles. The Qing government decided to accept Zhang
Zhidong's proposal to stop the construction of Jin-Tong
and to instead build the Lu-Han Railway. Sheng Xuanhuai,
Tianjin Customs Commissioner, was appointed as the
supervising official of the project.

The Lu-Han Railway was a railroad line that ran from
north to south China - "south to Hunan and Guangdong,
west to Sichuan and Shaanxi, and east to the Yangtze
River." Both the construction of the railroad itself and
its excellent geographical location deep into the Chinese
hinterland would bring huge direct or indirect benefits,
and could further drive the development of the country's
industrial manufacturing and shipping industry. The Qing
government officials naturally wanted to be able to exert
full control of the railway. However, for China at that time,
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Zhang Zhidong (1837-1909) was a famous official of the late Qing
dynasty, the main representative of the Self-Strengthening faction of
the Qing dynasty, and one of the "Four Famous Ministers of the Late

Qing Dynasty," together with Zeng Guofan, Li Hongzhang and Zuo
Zongtang. Taken circa in the early of 20 century
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the Self-Strengthening Movement had just started, with no
sufficient funds, no technology, and no talents. Therefore,
cooperation with the foreign powers, and the introduction
of capital and technology and professional talent were
inevitable. Once the news of the Qing government needing
to borrow money to build railroads spread, the United
States, Britain, France, Germany, Belgium and other
countries sent representatives flocking to China, competing
to be the lender. From which country to borrow the money
became Zhang Zhidong, Li Hongzhang, Sheng Xuanhuai
and other relevant Qing officials' biggest problem. After
many negotiations, finally, Belgium came out on top in this
competition. Why did this small European country win?

Zhang Zhidong had a fondness for Belgium - when
he founded the Hanyang Iron Works in 1891, he employed
Belgian technical experts and sent 40 Chinese craftsmen to
Cockerill Steel Plant in Liege to learn how to make steel.
He also purchased materials from the Belgian factory,
which worked very well. Zhang Zhidong believed that other
Western countries were too greedy, repeatedly using war
to pressure the Qing government to cede land and make
reparations. In comparison, Belgium was a small country,
rich in coal and iron resources and advanced in railroad
technology. Primarily, it was small and relatively weak,
with no great ambitions in China. For the same reason, Li
Hongzhang, Sheng Xuanhuai and others were also inclined
to cooperate with Belgium. In addition, the high-profile
reception that Li Hongzhang received during his visit
to Belgium further solidified the positive impression of
Belgium.

On March 17, 1897, Emile Francqui, the Belgian
consul in Hankou, met with Zhang Zhidong to discuss the
construction of the Lu-Han Railway. In addition to the
loan of 20 million taels (about 4.5 million pounds) with
an interest rate of 5%, Francqui also requested that "all
construction work be done by Belgian workers" and that "all
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materials for the project be purchased from Belgians." Later,
Belgium took advantage of the German invasion of Jiaozhou
Bay, and repeatedly added harsh conditions including
demanding higher interest rates. After difficult negotiations,
the Qing government finally reached an agreement with
the Belgians. On June 26, 1898, the "Detailed Contract
for the Renewal of the Loan from Belgium for the Lu-Han
Railway" and the "Lu-Han Railway Operation Contract"
were formally signed, with the Qing government borrowing
112.5 million Belgians francs from the Belgian General
Company, of which Leopold II was the major shareholder.
However, this railroad, so-called "state-owned by China,"
was not only supervised by the engineers hired by the
Belgian syndicate, but also, after it was built, "the Belgian
company would choose the right person to manage the road
and make profits from the operation."* In fact, the Lu-Han
Railway was completely controlled by the Belgian General
Company. As Russia and France were both shareholders
of the Belgian General Company, the successful loan
program to the Lu-Han Railway was regarded as a joint
diplomatic victory by Russia and France, achieved "without
a single shot being fired."* The excluded countries, such
as the United Kingdom, the United States and Japan, were
not willing to give up. The loan of the Lu-Han Railway
marked the beginning of a full-scale competition among the
imperialist powers for Chinese railroad investment interests.

The Beijing-Hankou Railway is 1,214 kilometers long
and has 125 stations along its route. The southern section
had to cross rugged countryside and the northern section
had to cross an extremely dense network of rivers, including
the Yellow River. This required the construction of a 3 km
long bridge over the alluvial riverbed. In 1898, the General
Company invited Jean Jadot, an engineer who had been
engaged in railroad construction in the Belgian provinces
of Liege and Luxembourg, to come to China to supervise
the construction of the Beijing-Hankou Railway. In January
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1899, Sheng Xuanhuai, the director of the Chinese Imperial
Railway, signed a contract with Jadot, stipulating that the
appointment would be for a minimum of four years, and can
be extendable up to six years by the Belgian company, with
an annual salary of 100,000 Belgian francs.

The railroad between Marco Polo Bridge and Baoding
was already completed when Jean Jadot took on this project.
Under his command, 5,000 workers worked simultaneously
from Baoding and Wuhan in opposite directions, laying an
average of 1 km of railroad per day. During the construction
of the railroad, Jean Jadot overcame many challenges,
especially during the Boxer Rebellion, when he led his team
to protect the railroad. Jean Jadot's outstanding work in
China won the appreciation of King Leopold II. After the
completion of the Beijing-Hankou Railway in 1906, Jean
Jadot returned to Belgium and was appointed manager of
the General Company in Congo. In 1913, he took over as
President of the General Company."

The construction of the Lu-Han Railway began in 1899
and was completed in September 1905, with an opening
ceremony held on November 12 of that year. 1906 saw the
completion of the Beijing-Marco Polo Bridge section, and
the entire line was then opened and renamed the Beijing-
Hankou Railway. After the completion of this north-
south railroad line, it greatly promoted the development
of the northern commerce and industries along the line,
enhanced cultural exchange and accelerated the process
of modernization in China. In 1908, the Qing government
repaid the loan and bought back the sovereignty of the
Beijing-Hankou Railway in 1909."
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AT, B EEFIE TR % 2 fh Jean Jadot SEAR M

Railway tracks at the Beijing city wall. Shortly after 1900, two openings were blown out of
the city walls to allow the Beijing-Hankou railway line to pass through to its final destination.
By courtesy of Jean Jadot, the grandson of Belgian Engineer Jean Jadot
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The railway track passes through the city wall near Tiananmen
Square in Beijing in 1901. By courtesy of Jean Jadot, the
grandson of Belgian Engineer Jean Jadot
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Tunnel near the Yellow River . Taken in 1910s (Royal Archives Brussels)

KILABXIFRE R, BT 20 HEME—N+F ( PEEMNSEF U )

The river terminal in Hankou on the banks of the Yangzi River. Taken in

1910s (Dou Xilun Collection, Binzhou, China)

ER TN EM AN, BT 20 24 ( B A B LIRS
BARREMIRRMHE, PERERMESCKRE)

Construction of the bridge over the Yellow River for the
Beijing-Hankou railway. Taken in the early of 20 century
(Picture taken by an unknown Belgian member of staff
at the railway company. Dou Xilun Collection, Binzhou,
China)
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Jean Jadot (1862-1932) was a Belgian FEREBMR TP SHERNE
engineer and industrialist. He was the
chief engineer of the Beijing-Hankou

railroad and the general manager of the
Belgian General Company. ...

Order of Golden Grain awarded to Jean Jadot
by the government of the Republic of China

BEETFSENNEEENE
The Double Dragon Star Medal awarded
to Jean Jadot by the Qing government

DEEFHNER WEEHhEREERAR
Jean Jadot and Qing government officials Jean Jadot and Chinese railroad construction workers

PL_EBR R Eb F i T2 % 2 Fh Jean Jadot SE 4 HR it
By courtesy of Jean Jadot, the grandson of Belgian Engineer Jean Jadot
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By courtesy of Jean Jadot, the grandson of Belgian Engineer Jean Jadot
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Empress Dowager Cixi inspected the Beijing
section of the Beijing-Hankou railroad. Taken

in 1902

(EHEY) HBT/E, ZEXEHERREL
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After the signing of the Boxer Protocol,
Empress Dowager Cixi returned to Beijing
from Xi'an on a special train prepared for her
by Jean Jadot, to whom she awarded the
Double Dragon Star Medal. Taken in 1902
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Paul Splingaerd and the First Bridge over
the Yellow River

The Yellow River is the fifth longest river in the world
and the second longest river in China, with a total length of
about 5,464 km and a basin area of about 752,443 square
kilometers. Lanzhou, located in the upper reaches of the
Yellow River, is the capital of Gansu Province and one of
the important central cities in the western region of China.
The Yellow River runs from west to east through the city,
and the Lanzhou Yellow River Bridge, known nationwide
as the "First Bridge over the Yellow River," is one of the
landmarks of Lanzhou. The planning and construction
of this iron bridge had an important relationship with a
Chinese official of Belgian origin, known as "Lin Da Ren"
(Lord Lin).

Paul Splingaerd (Chinese name: Lin Fuchen, 1842-1906),
a Qing government official of Belgian origin, was the first
tax official of Suzhou (i.e., Jiayuguan, now Jiuquan City,
Gansu Province), known as "Lord Lin." He was best known
for acting as a liaison between China and Belgium for
cooperation projects and making important contributions
to the introduction of Western science and technology to
Gansu. He married a Chinese wife and spent 41 years of his
life in China.

Born in 1842 in the suburbs of Brussels, Belgium,
Paul Splingaerd was an abandoned child at birth and later
adopted by two families. His birth year was coincidentally
the year when China was forced to open its doors after its
defeat in the First Opium War. At the age of 21, he worked
as a handyman in a church in Brussels and followed four
Catholic missionaries to China in August 1865. Splingaerd
had a great talent for languages and learned to speak
everyday Chinese from the Chinese people on the ships on
his way to China. After arriving in China, he first worked
as an assistant to the priest in Chongli County (in present-

SERKHREE, YET 1oL
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Paul Splingaerd in his youth.
Taken in 1860s. Photos from Paul
Splingaerd's family archives
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Ferdinand von Richthofen (1833-1905) was a
German traveler and geographer. In his writings,
he named the ancient road trade route that began
in China and connected Asia, Africa and Europe as
"Silk Road" for the first time. Later he came back to
China and made seven study trips in the interior of
China, covering half of the country. After his return
to China, Richthofen published China: Ergebnisse
eigner Reisen und darauf gegriinchendeter Studien,
a book in three volumes and an atlas. In this book,
the author deals not only with geography, but
also with land and water transportation, economic
conditions, history and culture, etc

day Hebei Province), where his daily duties included
miscellaneous work such as chores, purchasing, liaison,
and etc. He often had the opportunity to chat with the local
villagers and improved his Chinese, and after a few months
he was able to act as an interpreter.

In 1868, at the age of 26, Paul Splingaerd left Chongli
Mongolia to work for the Prussian (German) Legation
in Beijing whose job was to supervise the transportation
of the goods between the legation and Tianjin Port. As
a result of his work, he met many foreigners in Beijing
and Tianjin, among them the famous German geologist
Ferdinand von Richthofen (better known in English as
Baron von Richthofen), who was the first person to propose
the concept of the Silk Road. At that time, Baron von
Richthofen had just arrived in China and was in urgent need
of a person who was proficient in Chinese language and

WHEREREFREFRA
BF 19 42 60—70 £

Paul Splingaerd and Ferdinand
von Richthofen. Taken in 1860s
or 1870s
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Paul Splingaerd, dressed in Qing
dynasty costume with braids,
said "When | work with Chinese
officials, they cannot get the
upper hand on me because | am
also a Qing Dynasty official. | try
to maintain good relations with
everyone, whether they are big or
small officials, and also the general
public. That way, everything runs
smoothly." Taken in 1880s or 1890s.
Photo from Paul Splingaerd's family
archives
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culture as a translator, so he hired Paul Splingaerd as his
housekeeper and assistant to assist him in his geographic
and geological expeditions. Paul Splingaerd followed Baron
von Richthofen on seven expeditions during the four years
from 1868 to 1872, covering 11 provinces (out of 18 in
total) in China at that time. Thanks to this series of study
tours, Paul Splingaerd became a complete China expert,
which laid an important foundation for his future service
in the Qing government. During his courtesy visits to local
officials, von Richhofen made a surprising discovery. It
turned out that in order to prevent favoritism and nepotism,
the Qing government would send high-ranking officials to
administer areas outside their places of origin, making it
difficult for the officials to communicate with the locals in
their jurisdictions in terms of dialect. To von Richthofen's
surprise, Splingaerd was called upon on several occasions
to interpret between senior Chinese officials and their local
subordinates because of the different dialects spoken in each
region.”

In 1881, the Qing government and the tsarist Russia
signed the Sino-Russian Ili Treaty pertaining to the return
of the Xinjiang Ili region to China. The treaty provided
that Russian merchants were allowed to trade in Suzhou
(present-day Jiuquan) and the goods shipped there from
Russia would enjoy the reduction of taxes by one third
according to the old rules. Before the signing of the treaty,
in the Mongolian region (including today's Inner Mongolia
and Outer Mongolia) Russian tea merchants had repeatedly
evaded taxes. Tianjin Customs originally sent inspectors
to Kalgan and Kiakhta for inspection, but the journey was
long and costly. Therefore, after the treaty was signed,
the Qing government set up a customs office in Suzhou to
check and collect taxes from Russian merchants nearby. But
this customs office was not under the new customs office
headed by Sir Robert Hart, but under the management of
Li Hongzhang, the Minister of Beiyang. Li Hongzhang had
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a hard time finding a qualified tax collector. Accidentally
he found the name of Splingaerd in a scientific article
published by von Richthofen in the journal of Hua Ber
Xian Feng (North China Herald). Before von Richthofen
went to various parts of China for extensive geological
investigations, Splingaerd accompanied him to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for formalities. Probably when Li
Hongzhang met with von Richthofen, he noticed that the
geologist's Belgian assistant was both fluent in Chinese and
knowledgeable about the northwest region. Since Li also
wanted the new Suzhou tax collector to survey the local
mineral deposits, Splingaerd became the perfect candidate
for the post. In 1882, Splingaerd was appointed by the Qing
government as the first tax collector of Suzhou.”

During his 14-year tenure in Jiuquan, from 1882 to
1896, Paul Splingaerd was highly appreciated by the court
for his impartiality in enforcing the law and establishing
industries. He also set up a pharmacy and clinic in the
customs office, using his knowledge of Western medicine
acquired from missionaries in his early years to treat local
people and administer cowpox to children, who was well
received by the people. A picture of the umbrella given to
"Lin Da Ren" (Lord Lin) by the locals is still kept in the
home of Splingaerd's descendants.

Around 1895, Leopold II hired Paul Splingaerd to
participate in the Sino-Belgian negotiations on financing,
equipment and technology for the construction of the Lu-
Han Railway. For his outstanding performance in the
negotiations, Leopold II awarded him Knight of the Order
of the Crown in 1898. In 1905, at the age of 63, Splingaerd
was appointed by the Qing government as the commander
of a brigade and led an expedition to Xinjiang. After
returning from Xinjiang, Splingaerd stopped by Lanzhou to

visit his old friend Peng Yingjia, the Governor of Lanzhou.
This visit became the beginning of the venture to help
Gansu building industries by Splingaerd and his eldest son,

RMNERE T, BT 19 g 80—90 18, W LB F AMEHE Kkt

Suzhou Customs Office. Taken in 1880s or 1890s. Photos from Paul
Splingaerd's family archives
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Alphonse Splingaerd.

At that time, when the Eight-Power Allied Forces
invaded in 1900, Empress Dowager Cixi, the supreme ruler
of the Qing dynasty, fled west with Emperor Guangxu.
After the Boxer Protocol was signed, Empress Dowager
Cixi returned to Beijing by train and finally realized the
importance of reform. In the last decade of the Qing dynasty,
she started the "New Deal" reform for strengthening China.
Peng Yingjia, then Governor of Lanzhou, was preparing to
build industries. But Gansu is located in a remote region,
economically and culturally backward. To implement the
"New Deal", it was necessary to have the help of foreign
talents. This ready-made advisor was the long-time Jiuquan
local tax official, Paul Splingaerd.

In 1905, Peng Yingjia, who was in charge of
implementing the "New Deal" reform in Lanzhou, worked
with Paul Splingaerd to draw up a series of plans to
import Belgian technology and develop industrial projects.
Splingaerd went to Belgium to recruit relevant technical
personnel. These plans included: (1) restoring the Lanzhou
Weaving Bureau founded by Zuo Zongtang; (2) developing
the Yumen oil field; opening a factory to manufacture
foreign wax and foreign soap; (3) introducing good seeds of
sugar beet and grape, and planting them on a large scale to
produce sugar and wine; (4) building the Lanzhou Yellow
River Bridge.

With the good wishes for Sino-Belgian cooperation and
expanding bilateral trade, Splingaerd returned to Belgium
in January 1906. His work was extremely efficient and soon
recruited three engineers and technicians. He embarked
on the trip returning to China in May 1906. Unfortunately,
he fell ill on the way and died near Xi'an. He was buried,
dressed in the official uniform of the Qing court, in the
Catholic cemetery in Beijing. Before he died, he entrusted
his unfinished plans for the development of Gansu to his
eldest son, Alphonse, and asked him to accompany the three
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Splingaerd's first-rank official
uniforms collected by his family.

Photos from Paul Splingaerd's
family archives
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Knight of the Order of the Crown

awarded by King Leopold Il of
Belgium to Paul Splingaerd
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Photo of the Splingaerd family was taken in Shanghai around 1896
after the family was reunited upon completion of Paul's assignment in
Jiuguan (Suzhou). Paul and Catherine had twelve children. Daughter
Suzanne died of cholera in Shanghai shortly after beginning school
there, so only eleven are in this photo. The background: the banners
presented to Paul in recognition of his service in Jiuquan and his
medical contributions. The round "parade parasol" behind the servant
at the right bore tributes from the citizens. It was held up by a servant
ahead of the mandarin when riding through a city. The people: back
row: Rosa, Remy, Marie, Clara, Alphonse. seated: Pauline, Anna,
Catherine (mother), Paul, Catherine (daughter), Lucie. on floor: Therese
and Jean-Baptiste

BB i B R AR A

Photos from Paul Splingaerd's
family archives
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The First Bridge over the Yellow River. Circa 1909
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Above two photos were Lanzhou Yellow River iron bridge, later
renamed "Zhongshan Bridge." Circa 2010
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ERFBIZME TSN, L4ET 1909 F

The completed and opened Lanzhou
Yellow River Iron Bridge. Circa 1909

L BR B R EE SR R R A

Photos from Paul Splingaerd's family archives
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Alphonse Splingaerd (1877-1943), eldest son of Paul Splingaerd. Former Counsellor of
the Belgian Embassy in China. In his tenure, the Boxer attacked the foreign legation in
Beijing and his heroic actions were recognized with medals from the Russian, Belgian,
British and French governments. In 1906, he resigned and went to Gansu to continue

his father’s unfinished business ... Later, he settled in Tianjin and became board
member of Belgian Tianjin Tramway and Electric Lighting Company (CTET). Taken after

the Boxer Rebellion
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Belgian engineers to Lanzhou to Peng Yingjia.

Later, Lanzhou Yellow River iron bridge project was
handed over to a German company in Tianjin to build. After
the signing of the contract on October 28, 1906, the project
was in full swing. The steel truss components, cement and
related equipment, machinery, and other materials were
all imported from Germany by Telge & Schroeter. These
materials arrived at Tianjin by sea, later by the Beijing-
Fengtian Railway to Fengtai Railway Station, and then
by the Beijing-Hankou Railway to Xinxiang Railway
Station. Afterwards, they were transported by carriage from
Xinxiang to Xi'an, and then to Lanzhou. Transportation of
the materials and equipment itself lasted 21 months. The
total weight of the building materials amounted to 2,281,500
jin (1 jin equals 0.45kg). The Iron bridge construction
crew included foreign craftsmen and Chinese workers,
totaling 69 people. The Yellow River iron bridge project
officially started on May 9, 1908 and completed on July
26, 1909. It was open for traffic on August 25, ending the
long history of the absence of a permanent bridge on the
upper streams of the Yellow River. This was also the first
successful cooperation between Gansu local government
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and Westerners under the premise of autonomy and mutual
willingness.

Paul Splingaerd was an outstanding representative
of a large number of foreign officials employed by the
government of the late Qing dynasty. Since the beginning
of the Self-Strengthening Movement in 1861, the Qing
government employed a large number of foreign advisors
in order to "master the skills of the barbarians to control
the barbarians." The most famous ones were those working
in the customs office headed by Sir Robert Hart. In 1875
alone, there were 408 foreign employees in the customs.
The various undertakings of the Self-Strengthening
Movement, including the purchase of ships and guns,
the formation of a modern navy, the opening of mines
and railroads, the establishment of modern factories, the
opening of the Tongwen Guan (The School of Combined
Learning), the dispatch of young children to study in the
United States, participation in the World Exposition, as well
as dispatching diplomatic envoys abroad, etc., almost all
involved the participation and contribution of these foreign
staff members. Among these foreigners, there were many
who had really mastered and seriously spread advanced
Western science and technology to China and had achieved
great success. But of course, there was also no shortage of
mediocre, even indiscriminate, fraudulent people. Many of
them lived in China for a long time and were influenced by
Chinese culture. Some scholars point out that these people
underwent a process of "hybridization" at the beginning
and became "Westerner-in-China" instead of "pure
Westerners."” They had made outstanding contributions to
the modern cultural exchange between East and West, and
history should not forget them.
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A memorial statue of Paul Splingaerd
in his hometown in Belgium
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Photos from Paul Splingaerd's family archives
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A statue of Paul Splingaerd in Lanzhou, with a detailed description of his
achievements in Jiuquan on the base of the statue
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Splingaerd family descendants at the exhibition opening in Brussels.Taken in April 2017
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Another unique exhibit at the Flanders Field Museum in Ypres is a collection
of empty shells left behind by Chinese laborers during World War |. Each shell
is about 20 centimeters high and has either poetic inscriptions or engravings
of traditional Chinese elements. This shows that some of the Chinese workers
in the battlefields of Europe were educated and cultured. The shells were
transformed by their sensitive hearts and dexterous hands into charming works
of art, which both bear witness to history and express the hope for peace
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Studying Overseas in Belgium and Modern
Chinese Education

Due to its history and geography, Belgian education
has often been subordinated to French education and thus
easily overlooked in the history of education worldwide. In
fact, Belgium has a long history of compulsory education
(from 6 to 14 years old) and a well-established and well-
organized higher education system. In the early 19th
century, King William I of the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
which consisted of Belgium, preliminarily established a
primary to higher education system in order to launch a
literacy campaign. By 1930, Belgium's national literacy
rate had reached 96%. The size of the country limited the
development of education to a certain extent, and it was
weak in certain technological development areas. But its
education was the more developed, which educational
approach focused on both theoretical and practical
knowledge-building, and tuition fees were slightly lower
than those of other European countries. This was very much
in line with the urgent need to train new talents in China at
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Cockerill Steel Plant was a Belgian iron and steel manufacturing
company based at Seraing, Lieége Province. It was founded in 1825
by English-born industrialist John Cockerill

AR ( Source ) : http://connaitrelawallonie.wallonie.be/sites/
wallonie/files/styles/large_colorbox/public/photos/1827-00-00_hauts_
fourneaux_cockerill.jpg?itok=fhC8RGu4 .
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that time.

At the end of the Qing dynasty, the interaction between
China and Belgium became more and more frequent. In
1887, through the recommendation of Sheng Xuanhuai,
Zhang Zhidong hired a Belgian mining expert, Emile
Braive, who was later promoted to be the general manager
of the Hanyang Ironworks. Braive suggested that Zhang
Zhidong send 40 Chinese craftsmen to learn steel making at
the Cockerill Steel Plant in Liege, Belgium. After consulting
with Xu Jingcheng, then Minister to Russia, Zhang Zhidong
agreed. Cockerill Steel Plant had built a steel plant in
Russia, and this was also the steel plant that visited by Li
Hongzhang during his visit to Belgium in 1896. In 1892,
the first Chinese workers to go to Belgium for internship
arrived in Belgium. Although they were not official students
studying abroad, they opened the door to a century-long
history of Chinese students studying in Belgium.

The phenomenon of Chinese students studying in
Belgium in modern era officially began in 1903 with the
petition of Duan Fang. From 1903 to 1911, the first wave
of studying abroad emerged due to the need for domestic
modernization and the rise of the idea of "industry for
national salvation," and gradually declined in the turbulent
times at the beginning of the Republic period, and basically
came to a standstill during the First World War. The Second
wave occurred from 1919 to 1937, driven by the "May
Fourth," "Work-Study" and "Return Reparation; Support
Education" movements. It again declined during the second
Sino-Japanese War and the Second World War and never
recovered.

In 1903, Duan Fang, acting Viceroy of Hu-Guang at
that time, submitted a petition to the Qing court to send
Chinese students to study in Belgium. In the Petition to
Send Students to Study in Belgium, he pointed out that:

The country of Belgium is located in the western part
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Duan Fang (1861-1911) was an official of the late Qing dynasty. A scholar
and a collector, he was one of the founders of modern Chinese education’
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of Europe. It has specialized schools for education,
industry, technology, manufacturing, and mining. There
are advanced schools for commerce and associations for
agriculture, mining, and other industrial sectors. Belgium's
technology is the best in sophisticated machinery; its
natural resources are rich in coal and iron. Its railroads
are more than 6,000 li long, connected to Paris, France.
Belgium's research in mining and railway is especially
appreciated by other countries ...

While Belgium's industry is more advanced than other
countries, its schools' tuition fees are less expensive. So
we can send more students to study there. In the future,
when they return from their studies, they will be ready
to serve our country and to educate more students. This
will be beneficial to the overall situation.”

During his tenure as a government official, Duan
Fang sent many groups of students to study in Belgium
and actively promoted these trips to be funded by the
government. He deserved the credit for making possible
the waves of Chinese students studying in Belgium after
1904. Unexpectedly, Duan Fang hoped to train more talents
for the Qing government, but most of the foreign students
he sent from Hubei later joined the Tung Meng Hui (the
Chinese Revolutionary League) and participated in the
1911 Revolution. In early 1905, the progressive Chinese
students studying in Belgium invited Dr. Sun Yat-sen
(Sun Zhongshan) to visit Belgium and raised 3,000 francs
for his travel expenses. Sun stayed at a student's home
in Brussels for three days and talked with Shi Qing, He
Zhicai, Hu Bingke and other students about the domestic
political situation and revolutionary strategies. More than
thirty students took the oath to join the Tung Meng Hui,
and Brussels later became the headquarter of the European
branch of the organization. What had taken place in Belgium
set the precedent for Sun Yat-sen's formal establishment of
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the Tung Meng Hui in Tokyo, Japan in August 1905.

In the late Qing dynasty, students studying abroad
were mainly supported by government. By 1911, there were
more than 1,000 government-funded students studying
in Europe. The number of students studying in Belgium
was second only to that in Great Britain and comparable
to France and Germany.’ Nearly 80% of the students in
Belgium studied engineering subjects such as railways,
mines, iron and steel, while others studied politics, law
and commerce.’ Most of the railway and mining talents in
the late Qing dynasty studied in Belgium. The provinces,
such as Sichuan, Yunnan, Hunan, Hubei and Jiangsu, that
financed their studies, were based on the development needs
of railroads and minerals in these regions. These students
mostly obtained the engineer title in Belgium and entered
various railway departments after returning to China. For
example, the father of the famous writer Han Suyin (who
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Li Shizeng (1881-1973), a famous educator in the Republic of
China, one of the founders of the National Palace Museum’
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was also a student in Belgium herself), mentioned in her
autobiographical novel, was one of the first students sent to
Belgium by Xiliang, the governor of Sichuan. He returned
to work in the railroad sector after completing his studies.
The students who returned from Belgium generally worked
on the Longhai (Lianyungang-Lanzhou) and Beijing-
Hankou railroads, which were built with Belgian funds and
technology. Since most of them were front-line technicians
rather than experts and scholars, they have not received
much scholarly attention.

There were three phases of Chinese students studying
in Belgium during the Republican period: the first phases
from 1912 to the end of World War I, the second phases
from 1919 to 1927 when the Nanjing National Government
was established, and the third phases from 1928 to the end
of World War II. In the early years of the Republic of China,
there were frequent regime changes and social unrest,
and the government's financial resources were even more
limited than those of the late Qing dynasty. Due to limited
financial support and the Beiyang government's hampering
of revolutionary students, the number of government-funded
students gradually shrank during this period, and that of
self-funded students began to increase. When World War I
broke out in 1914, Belgium was occupied by the Germans
at the beginning of the war. The students in Belgium either
ventured back to China or transferred to France or England.
After the war ended, education in Belgium soon recovered
and universities resumed classes one after another.

In 1920s, there was a significant decrease in the number
of government-funded students studying in Belgium. In
1919, when the May Fourth Movement was in full swing in
China, a large number of young people of progressive ideas
and modest backgrounds studied in Europe at their own
expense and started a wave of work-study movement. The
earliest "work-study movement" can be traced back to the
"Association for Students Studying in France" established
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by Li Shizeng and others in 1912 with the aim of "working
diligently to learn on a work-study basis in order to improve
the one's knowledge." The association was strongly
supported by Cai Yuanpei. Due to the close proximity and
the common language between France and Belgium, some
students were introduced to Belgium to study (more than
150 students around 1920).° After the rise of the number of
Chinese students studying in Europe, Work-Study Societies
were established everywhere. The organizers set up various
French preparatory classes locally to prepare students for
studying in France. Nie Rongzhen, who later studied at the
University of Charleroi, was a student of French work-study
preparatory school in Chongqing.

In the 1920s, many work-study students went to
Belgium and enrolled in the University of Charleroi, which
was known for an advanced engineering program and low
tuitions. The work-study movement attracted much attention
in Europe. At the same time in China, the "Use the Boxer
Indemnities for Education" campaign was launched.” In the
process of fighting for indemnity, the Lyon Sino-French
University was established in 1921. Jules Hiernaux, the
president of the University of Charleroi, founded the Sino-
Belgian University in cooperation with Chinese educators,
which accepted a large number of work-study students.

Belgium has four world-renowned comprehensive
higher education institutions: Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven, Université libre de Bruxelles, Université de Liege
and Université de Gand. These four universities were
also where the early publicly funded Chinese students
concentrated in Belgium. Other work-study students
attended the University of Charleroi, where tuition fees
were lower.

Father Vincent Lebbe, who was a priest in Tianjin, was
the advising priest for Chinese Catholic students (mainly
work-study students) in Belgium from 1920 to 1927. He was
very concerned about the study and daily life of the Chinese
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Cai Yuanpei (1868-1940) was
a revolutionary, educator and
politician in the Republic of
China. He was the president of
Beijing University from 1916 to
1927°
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students. He often gave lectures, sold handicrafts, etc. to
raise money for the students, guided them to set up the
Chinese Catholic Youth Association, and organized various
activities for the students. He got along very well with them
as if they were family members. Some students who had
received his help still spent time with him when Lebbe was
confined to bed by sickness in his later years.” In the 1920s,
there were about 460 students studying in Belgium,'"” mainly
at the University of Charleroi and University of Leuven.
Although engineering students were still the mainstream, the
number of students studying humanities increased steadily.
The Chinese students' majors were more diversified than in
the late Qing dynasty.

20 #4220 FRPWBREZHKF
University of Charleroi in the 1920s

B REHKF
University of Charleroi

ARISEIE (Source ) : https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/
Charleroi_-_Universit%C3%A9_du_Travail_-_boulevard_Roulier_01.jpg.
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In 1927, when the Nanjing national government was
established and the domestic political situation became more
stable, the Chinese government introduced relevant policies
to encourage studying abroad. With the establishment of the
Sino-Belgian Boxer Indemnity Committee later that same
year, the Boxer Indemnity scholarship became the main
financial source for publicly funded students, and most of
the self-funded students also applied for Boxer Indemnity
subsidies. According to statistics, between 1929 and 1938,
no more than 150 Chinese students were sponsored to
study in Belgium'. The study abroad program continued
to flourish just as in the 1920s, and the students' fields of
study blossomed, especially in the field of art, where a
number of talents emerged, such as soprano Lang Yuxiu,
sculptor Zhang Chongren, and painter Wu Zuoren. After
the breakout of Second Sino-Japanese War in full scale,
the Nanjing government prohibited students from studying
overseas. With their hometowns consecutively falling into
Japanese occupation, Chinese students in Belgium lost
their financial support from home and most were unable to
continue their studies. After the outbreak of World War II
in 1939, a large number of students left Belgium and either
returned home or retreated to France, and few of them
continued their studies.

The forty years of education in Belgium since 1903 had
successfully cultivated a large number of outstanding talents
who made remarkable contributions to the development
of China's modernization as well as literature and art. The
students are the bridge of friendly exchanges between China
and Belgium and the symbol of Sino-Belgian friendship,
and they have painted a colorful picture for the history of
Chinese studying abroad and Sino-Belgian relations.
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Nie Rongzhen (the second from the left) with
his classmates during his study abroad

Famous Chinese Who Have Studied in Belgium

1. Founding Marshal Nie Rongzhen

Nie Rongzhen (1899-1992) was a founding marshal of
the People's Republic of China and one of the founders of
the Chinese People's Liberation Army. In 1919, he went to
France to work and study, and actively participated in the
student movement in France. From 1921 to 1923, with the
ideal of "saving the country through industry," Nie Rongzhen
went to Belgium to study in the chemistry department of
the University of Charleroi. In August 1922, Nie joined the
Chinese Young Communist Party in Europe (later called the
European branch of the Chinese Socialist Youth League)
and joined the Chinese Communist Party at the beginning
of the following year. He went to Soviet Union for study in
1924 and returned in 1925. During the period of more than
five years he spent abroad, Nie's worldview underwent a
fundamental transformation from that of an "industrialist"
to a social revolutionary and he later became a professional
revolutionary.

In 1927, he participated in the Nanchang Uprising and
led the Guangzhou Uprising, then persisted in the secret
struggle against the Nationalists in various places including
Shanghai, Tianjin and Hong Kong. In 1931, he went to the
Central Revolutionary Base in Jiangxi, and in 1934, he led
the First Red Division in the Long March. During the Second
Sino-Japanese War, he served as deputy commander and
political committee member of the 115th Division of the
Eighth Route Army. Together with Lin Biao, he commanded
his division in the Battle of Pingxingguan, which was
the first major victory since the beginning of the Second
Sino-Japanese War, shattering the myth that the Japanese
were "invincible" and winning praise and acclaim from
international public opinion for the Chinese Communist Party
and the FEighth Route Army. In the Civil War between the
Communists and Nationalists that followed, he took part in
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University Library, with Nie
Rongzhen second from the right

the command of the Peking-Tianjin Campaign.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China,
he served as Secretary General of the Central Military
Commission and Acting Chief of General Staff of the
Chinese People's Liberation Army, Vice Chairman of
the National Defense Commission and Vice Chairman of
the Central Military Commission. In the mid-1950s, Nie
Rongzhen was put by the CPC Central Committee in charge
of leading and organizing the scientific and technological
development of New China. He led the successful research
and development of "two bombs and one satellite,” making
outstanding contributions to China's national defense
science and technology and military modernization. He died
on May 14, 1992."

2. Art Master Wu Zuoren

Wu Zuoren (1908-1997) studied at several art schools
as a young man, under the tutelage of Mr. Xu Beihong. He
then went to Europe in 1930 to further his studies, first at the
Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris (Paris School of Fine Arts),
and then at the studio of A. Bastien, the Director of the
Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Brussels, where he won the
Gold Medal and the honor of Laureate. He married Célina, a
Belgian woman, in 1932 and returned to China in 1935.

During his lifetime, Wu Zuoren produced a large
number of works of art, with profound attainments in

ERKIBRIEA
Master Artist Wu Zuoren

BHHBHRIEASHEER (FX)

Wu Zuoren and his work Burlak
during his study in Belgium
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ERERMARETFERE
Wu Zuoren and his wife,

Célina, in the courtyard of
their Brussels apartment

EMFREER
The biologist Tong Dizhou
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drawing and oil painting. In his later years, he specialized in
Chinese painting, blending Chinese and Western art. He was
elected president of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in
the 1950s and chairman of the Chinese Artists Association
in the 1980s. He was awarded the French government's
"Highest Order of Arts and Letters" in 1984 and the Belgian
"Order of Merit of the Crown" in 1986."

3. The biologist Tong Dizhou

Tong Dizhou (1902-1979) was a member (academician)
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Director of the
Institute of Marine Biology at the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, and Vice President of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences. He studied at the Université libre de Bruxelles
from 1930 to 1934 and received his Ph.D. During his study
in Belgium, he wrote an open letter to Chinese overseas
students after the September 18th Incident, organized and
established the Association of Chinese Overseas Students
in Belgium, and led them to the Japanese Embassy in
Belgium to protest against Japan's invasion to China."
Through his research on amphibians and fishes, he revealed
the phenomenon of embryonic development polarity. And

EFEEL AN HRERE

Tong Dizhou conducting scientific
experiments in Belgium
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Zhang Chongren making the statue
of Deng Xiaoping in 1980s

through the study of individual development and taxonomic
status of amphioxus, he made significant achievements in
the study of cell nucleus and cytoplasm interaction. In 1963,
he completed the first study of cell nucleus transplantation
in fishes, which laid the foundation for the completion of
interspecific cloning of fishes and somatic cell cloning of
adult crucian carp in China in the 1970s and 1980s.

4. Famous sculptor Zhang Chongren

Zhang Chongren (1907-1998), a famous sculptor
and painter, was famous for the statues of Comrade Deng
Xiaoping and President Frangois Mitterrand (1916-1996).
He studied in Belgium in 1931 and graduated from the
Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Brussels, Belgium in 1935.
He won the gold medal of Belgian King Albert Award.
Zhang returned to China in 1936 and was elected to a
member of the Fifth Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) of Shanghai in 1977."

In 1934, Zhang Chongren was introduced to the
Belgian cartoonist Hergé (1907-1983) by Lu Zhengxiang

ip_

M

2R i
Famous sculptor
Zhang Chongren

1088 FE K I AR

Zhang Chongren making the
statue of Mitterrand in 1988
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Report on the reunion of the two
friends in Belgian media (Hergé and
Zhang Chongren lost contact during
World War Il until they were reunited

B ERRIR RN S KT in 1981)
Hergé and Zhang Chongren in their youth

KEICHEFER

Zhang Chongren's self-molded hand model

and Father Léon Gosset of the University of Leuven, and
they established a friendship that lasted half a century. In
a letter to Zhang Chongren 40 years later, Hergé wrote: "It
was you who made me aware of China after Marco Polo, of
her civilization, her ideas, her art and artists." Hergé added
The Blue Lotus and Tintin in Tibet to his famous series 7/e
Adventures of Tintin, in which the character of "Zhang"
was based on Zhang Chongren.

In 1985, at the request of the Centre National Des Arts
Plastiques (CNAP), Zhang Chongren specially sculpted a hand
model for himself, which, together with the hand models of
Pablo Picasso and Auguste Rodin, is in the permanent collection
of the museum, the only three artists in the world to receive this

honor.

AR (IEEE ) HE SRR T T#EFER ) Hm|
Cover of the Chinese Cover of the Chinese edition
version of Blue Lotus of 7intin in Tibet
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Chart3-1 Other famous Chinese who studied in Belgium - compiled in the Dictionary
of Chinese Overseas Students (Nanjing University Press, 1999) edited by Zhou Mian
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Name

B8 HL Bt )
Time While Studying
in Belgium

PR

School/University

ESE-2: 57

Main Achievements

T H
Ying Qianli
(1901—1969)

1913—1914

e I A6
REHL P
Catholic High School
in Northern Belgium

1911 EFREFARRESR, 1913 ERELITE LB, 1924 F B E B
ERYZ BEDEICKRFE, 1946 EEILEHERK. HEBLSHBEATK,
1948 FRBRAEHHTHICKF. AEXEE, HHEF. BEEMR, B
BEMIES, KBS (HNFAR) SHERP, HFRAFRGEPEAREE
U&= IS

In 1911, he studied at Nankai Middle School in Tianjin, and in 1913, he went
to Belgium to study with Father Vincent Lebbe. In 1924, he returned to China
to help his father, Ying Lianzhi, to found Fu Jen Catholic University. In 1946,
he became the Director of the Bureau of Education in Peking and the Director
of the Department of Social Education in the Ministry of Education. After
1948, he went to Taiwan to teach at Fu Jen Catholic University and National
Taiwan University. He devoted himself to the study of philosophy and logic,
was proficient in many languages, and wrote textbooks such as the English-
Chinese Dictionary. His son, Ying Ruocheng, was vice minister of the Ministry
of Cultural Affairs in the People's Republic of China

PURIELS
Liu Bojian
(1895—1935)

1920—1923

i BLIF B R

University of Charleroi

1922 F 5%, BBRFAEL “IRRDOH” , FERA “REHEER" ,
FEEEE BPERIEZEHHIE. 1928 FEE=EP LRI BHIT

In 1922, Liu, together Zhao Shiyan and Zhou Enlai, founded the "Young
Communist Party in Europe," which later changed its name to "Communist
Youth League in Europe." In the same year he became the first secretary of
the branch of the Communist Party of China in Belgium. In 1923, he became
the third secretary of the general branch of the CPC in Europe

fif i T
He Changgong
(1900—1987)

1923—1924

T i% BLIF B R

University of Charleroi

EEMREGR. EER. HER, 1922 FEEZFMAN D EMFE, 1927
FEMURBEX, FRERAERIN. BERAEBRXAFEREEK. KKK,
FIAEBAZRKK, £=. DELERNEE, FLESEBHEIERE

A proletarian revolutionary, militarist and educator, he studied in France in
1922 and joined the Chinese Communist Party. In 1927, he participated in the
Autumn Harvest Uprising and later facilitated the armies of Zhu De and Mao
Zedong to join forces. He formerly served as Education Director and Acting
President of Chinese People's Anti-Japanese Military and Political College,
as well as Acting President of Northeast Military and Political College. He
was a member of the Standing Committee of the Third and Fourth National
Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) and Vice Chairman of the Fifth CPPCC
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Name

B8 HL Bt )
Time While Studying
in Belgium

PR

School/University

ERER

Main Achievements

e

Sheng Baotang
(1901—1937)

7 —1929

BIORAY:
Catholic University of
Leuven

1937 6 AEXZE (#Hitk) 24232, 8 AR AFEIERE

In June 1937, he became the general manager of the Tianjin Yish/
Newspaper. He was later arrested and murdered by the Japanese occupation
authority in August

B ROR
Xiong Qinglai
(1893—1969)

1930—1934

B IEIR R

University of Brussels

1930 FEFLRFHFAREME, HOUDBEMRE, RPEE—IHEMRR
M. 1957 FEEBREMX TEAERBILHZEE, FF 6 AREEHERF
REERRARBIEAREEE. BEE=ZELEBNER. ENEBENEE.
FRESHERB, EFRTSUEER

In 1930, he became the head of the Department of Mathematics of Qinghua
University and founded the Department of Mathematical Research, the first
mathematical research institution in China. In 1957, he published the book on
meromorphic function in Paris. In June of the same year, he returned to China
and served as the director of the Research Office of Function Theory at the
Institute of Mathematics, Chinese Academy of Sciences. He was a member of
the Third National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) and a member of the Standing Committee of the Fourth
CPPCC. He has written many textbooks and trained several mathematicians

HRY
Han Suyin
(1917—2012)

1935—1938

iy FE/R K
S
School of Medicine,
University of Brussels

EZEARE, EREXK, E6(BNHER) . (RE) CURREFFISHET (£
Em) ), BfefNg (GRERD)  CEEBER) F. BAOTRREE. K&
mettRNARE, HE (EFRE) (ARkptte) F

Formerly known as Zhou Yuebin, Han was a famous writer, author of
Destination Chongqing, The Jewel (adapted into the Hollywood movie Life /s
a Many-Splendored Thing), and the autobiographical novels 7he Wounded
Tree and The Withered Flower. She devoted herself to introducing China to
the world in English and French, and has published 7he Biography of Mao
Zedong and The Century of Zhou Enlai

FREi TS

Lang Yuxiu
(1918—2012)

1937—1941

FE I B R
HARARE
Royal Conservatory of
Belgium

BERHLZE, "HENXZEE 22—, EFEER. FEZREEEA
ARE, R X LEREEBMER, WIEFHSEIER. 2001 F3RE
B PEEREWR " RGREME

She is the daughter of photographer Lang Jingshan, one of the "Four Great
Sopranos of China" and a music educator. She was a deputy of the first three
National People's Congresses, the member of the fifth, sixth and seventh
National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), and the vice chairman of the Sichuan Music Association. She was
awarded the lifetime honorary medal of the first "Chi