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Mary Previte has spent most of her life gathering memorabilia from her rescue from a Japanese prison camp during World
War Il. She holds a cherished piece of silk parachute that has come to symbolize the rescue. DAvID MAIALETTI / Staff Photographer

Sending It Home

Woman to part with silk memory of WWI| rescue.

By Melanie Burney

STAFF WRITER
ary Previte has spent most
of her life gathering memo-
ries of her heroic rescue
from a Japanese prison
5 camp during World War II.
She has collected letters and stories,
and tracked down the seven men who
liberated her and 1,500 others in 1945.
Her travels have taken her around the
world, and she has shared the story
more times than she can remember.

Now, at age 84, the Haddonfield resi-
dent plans to give up a cherished
piece of a silk parachute that has
come to symbolize the daring rescue
executed from a B-24 bomber. It was

i

cut from a parachute that the men
used to land at the camp in Weihsien,
in northeast China.

Previte was given the piece of silk in
1997 by the widow of Peter Orlich, the
radio operator on the mission. Betty
Lambert, a young British woman who
was also held captive at the camp and
was smitten by the handsome young
American, gave the parachute to Orli-
ch before he left the camp in the fall of
1945, Previte said.

“For 20 years, I've shared this trea-
sure with thousands of people. People
in churches, in veterans’ groups, civic
groups, Scout groups, have seen it.
Schoolchildren have touched it, and it
has touched them with its story. Some

have wept,” Previte said. “I will not
live forever. It is time to send it home.
Let this piece of parachute silk tell its
story.”

Previte wants to return the piece of
silk to Orlich’s oldest son, Robert. Pe-
ter Orlich’s widow, Carol, who kept the
silk for years in a dresser drawer in
their home in Queens, New York City,
died in 2015.

“I would be happy to take it back. It
was probably the one item that meant
the most to us with respect to my fa-
ther,” Robert Orlich, a retired CEO for
Trans Atlantic Holdings (now Transre),
said Tuesday. “We’re eternally grateful
to get the parachute back.”

See PARACHUTE on B8

Peter Orlich was the radio operator on
the mission. courtesy Mary Previte

Previte points to a name on the
parachute in her home in Haddonfield.
Orlich’s widow gave her the piece of
fabric. DAVID MAIALETTI / Staff Photographer
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