
 



 



 

 

Biographical Note:  

John Benjamin Powell, an influential newspaperman in Asia, was born 18 

Apr 1887 in Missouri. After graduating from Gem City Business College at 

Quincy, Illinois, he completed a degree in journalism at the University of 

Missouri in 1910. He was subsequently married to Martha Hinton. During 

his professional career, spent mainly in China; Mr. Powell filled many posts, 

including advertising manager at the Courier Post Newspaper in Hannibal, 

Missouri, 1910-1913; instructor at the University of Missouri, 1913-1917; 



and managing editor for the China Weekly Review at Shanghai, China, 

1917-1941. He was also special representative of American commercial 

interests in China at Washington from 1920 to 1922 (obtaining 

congressional enactment of the China Trade Act); editor, China Press, 

1923-1925; Chicago Tribune special correspondent, 1918-1938; and 

correspondent, Manchester Guardian and Daily Herald, London, 1925-

1936. As a reporter he covered the Conference on Limitation of Armament 

and Pacific Problems, 1921-1922; Nationalist Revolution in China, 1926-

1927; Sino-Russian conflict, 1929; Sino-Japanese conflict, 1931-1932; 

Russo-Japanese crisis, 1934-1935; Far Eastern preparations for war; and 

the Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1941. As an author he published Building a 

Circulation: Methods and Ideals for Small Town Newspapers (1914), 

Getting Subscribers for the Country Newspaper (1915), Newspaper 

Efficiency in the Small Town (1915), Who’s Who in China (1926), and My 

Twenty-Five Years in China (1945). Due to what the Japanese considered 

his editorial hostility to Japanese aggression, Mr. Powell was imprisoned in 

Shanghai from Dec 1941 to May 1942. His physical condition deteriorated 

severely while imprisoned.  

Mr. Powell was included in a diplomatic exchange of civilian internees with 

Japan in 1942. The exchange was conducted at Lourenco Marques, a 

Portuguese-controlled port now known as Maputo, the capital of 

Mozambique. He returned on the MS Gripsholm to New York on 23 Aug 

1942. He subsequently participated in the war effort by denouncing the 

Japanese in print and through personal appearances. He became a widely 

known symbol of Japanese brutality. Mr. Powell never fully recovered from 

his ordeal and died 28 Feb 1947 at Washington, D.C. He was buried at the 

Riverside Cemetery in Hannibal, Missouri.  


